
RESENSIES

A rg ie f ja a r b o e k  v i r  S u id - A f r i k a a n s e  G e s k ie d e n is :  1988/1.

V O O R T R E F L IK E  S T U D IE  OOR S W A R T /W IT  V E R H O UD ING E  

ONRUS OP OOSGRENS ONDER VER G R O O TG LA S

In n nabaatse h u ld ig in g s w o o r d ,  w at e in t l i k  gem ik  is op  d ie  v o r ig e  ja a r g a n g  se 

u i tg a w e s  in d ie  reeks  A f r i e f j a a r b o e k  v i r  S u id - A f r i k a a n s e  g e s k ie d e n is ,  maak d ie  

A rg ie f k o m m is s ie  d a a ro p  a a n s p ra a k  d a t  die re e ks  n bee id  gee aan d ie  om vang  

en g e h a l te  van h is to r ie s e  n a v o r s in g  en g e s k ie d s k r y w in g  in  S u i d - A f r i k a .  Die 

a a n s p ra a k  ten  o p s ig te  van  o m va n g  hou n ie  s teek  n ie ,  maar d ie  ra k e n d e  g e ha t te  

is bes l is  s te w ig  g e fu n d e e r .  Die e e rs te  u i tg a w e  waarmee d ie  tw ee de  ha lfeeu  van

d ie  re eks  in g e lu i  w o rd ,  J . G .  P re to r iu s  se w e rk  T h e  B r i t i s h  H u m a n i ta r ia n s  and
* . .

th e  Cape E a s te rn  F r o n t i e r ,  1834-1836 s i t  h ie r d ie  t r a d i s ie  van  g e h a l t e - w e r k  op 

v o o r t r e f l i k e  w y s e  v o o r t .

Hoewel s k y n b a a r  t o e v a l l i g ,  is d i t  in s ig g e w e n d  d a t  P re to r iu s  se s tu d ie  d ie  l ig  

ge s ie n  he t  in d ie  ja a r  van  d ie  h o n d e r d - e n - v y f t i g s t e  h e r d e n k in g  van d ie  G ro o t  

T r e k .  Die sake  w a t  in h ie r d ie  s tu d ie  a a n g e s p re e k  w o rd ,  l iou ook ten  no us te  

v e r b a n d  met d ie  g r o o t  la n d s v e r h u i s in g  van A f r i k a n e r - k o l o n i s t e  u i t  d ie  Kaapse 

g r e n s d i s t r i k t e .

In den b re d e  gaan d i t  in P re to r iu s  se s tu d ie  om d ie  p lo f b a r e  s i tu a s ie  wat 

o n t w ik k e l  het toe m ig r e r e n d e  S w a r t  v o lk e  v a n u i t  d ie  N oo rde  en 

i m m e r - v e r d e r t r e k k e n d e  k o lo n is te  se b o tse n d e  b e la nge  nie meer in  en d e u r  die 

bepaa ld e  o p se t  g e akkom m ode e r  kon w o rd  n ie .

Meer in d ie  b e s o n d e r  val d ie  s k r y w e r  se k o l l i g  s k e r p  op r e g e r in g s b e le id  en 

o p t r e d e  en op d ie  ro l  w a t  B r i t s e  h u m a n is te ,  v e ra l  g e e s te l ik e s ,  in d ie  f o r m u le r i n g

*  J . G .  P r e to r i u s ,  1988. " T h e  B r i t i s h  H u m a n i ta r ia n s  and th e  Cape E as te rn  

F r o n t i e r ,  1 8 34 -1 836 ."  A r c h i v e s  Y e a r  Book f o r  S ou th  A f r i c a n  H is t o r y ,  51st 

y e a r  v o l . 1 . G o v e rn m e n t  P r i n t e r .
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en im p le m e n te r in g  van  d e s ty d s e  re g e r in g s b e le id  gespeel he t .  In d ie  p roses  

he t  hy  d ie p  in p r im é re  en se ko n d ê re  b r o n n e  gaan d e l f ,  he t h y  k n a p h a n d ig  d ie  

b e g inse ls  va n  d ie  h is to r ie s e  k r i t i e k  toegepas om eve n tue e l  v o re n d a g  te  kom met 

’n v e r h a le n d e  w e r k  w a t  n ie  ne t  v lo t  en g e m a k l ik  lees n ie ,  maar w a t  ook in 

v e r k la r i n g  en b e o o rd e l in g  aan d ie  hoogs te  v e r e is te s  van d ie  v a k w e te n s k a p  

v o ld o e n .

As v e r t r e k p u n t  v i r  d ie  s tu d ie  is geneem d ie  a a n sp ra a k  van d ie  B r i t s e  s e n d e l in g e  

d a t  h u l le  n ie  a l leen " t h e  seeds o f  c i v i l i z a t io n ,  social o r d e r  and h a p p in e s s "  

v e r s p r e i  n ie ,  maar in d e rd a a d  B r i t s e  be la nge ,  B r i t s e  in v lo e d  en d ie  B r i t s e  R yke  

u i t d r a .  Met v a a rd ig e  pen d u i  d ie  s k r y w e r  aan hoedat B r i t s e  hu m a n is te  d a a r in  

ges laag h e t  om d ie  B r i t s e  ko lon ia le  be le id  na eie s in en smaak te  laat o n tp lo o i .  

In h ie r d ie  o p s ig  he t  n iem and 'n g r o t e r  ro l  gespeel nie as d ie  be ke n d e  d r .  John 

P h i l ip ,  s u p e r in t e n d e n t  van d ie  Londense  S e n d in g g e n o o ts k a p  in S u i d - A f r i k a .  

H y en sy g e esgen o te  he t h u l le s e l f  en hu l  s e n d in g s ta s ie s  as v e r l e n g s t u k k e  en 

ska ke ls  in d ie  re g e r in g s te ls e l  be sko u .  D e u r  ta k t ie s e  en se lek t ie w e  be ' in v lo ed in g  

van h u m a n is t ie s e  d r u k g r o e p e  en le ide nde  pe rso n a l ia  in d ie  B r i t s e  p a r le m e n t  was 

d r .  P h i l ip  in  s ta a t  "to e x e rc is e  a d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  f r o n t i e r  

and  o th e r  po l ic ie s  f o r  th e  Cape to  a de g re e  t h a t  no p r i v a t e  i n d i v id u a l  had e v e r  

been ab le  to  equa l  b e fo re "  ( p . 8 ) .  D r .  P h i l ip  se we ls lae  was v e ra l  te  d a n k e  

aan d ie  toegeneë  o o r  wat  h y  b y  L o rd  G lene lg  ( v a n a f  A p r i l  1835 S ta a t s e k re ta r i s  

v i r  K o lon ie s )  en by  d ie  in v lo e d r y k e  p a r le m e n té re  le ie r  van  d ie  

a n t i - s l a w e r n y b e w e g in g ,  T . F .  B u x to n ,  g e k r y  he t .

In sy  " k r u i s t o g "  ten  behoewe van d ie  a n d e rs k le u r ig e s  he t d r .  P h i l ip  hom nie 

ne t teen d ie  A f r i k a n e r - k o l o n i s t e  g e r ig  n ie ,  maar he t  h y  en sy h e lp e rs  ook nie 

g e h u iw e r  om d ie  p la a s l ike  r e g e r in g  aan te  d u r f  nie - v e ra l  om da t  g o e w e rn e u r  

Ben jam in  D ’ U rb a n  en sy r e g e r in g  nie b e ïn v lo e d b a a r  was n ie :  " T h e  m a c h in e ry  

th e y  w e re  ab le  to  set in mot ion was much s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e  fo rc e s  t h e i r  

o p p o n e n ts ,  in th i s  case. S i r  Benjam in D 'U rb a n  and h is  s u p p o r t e r s ,  co u ld  hope 

to  m u s te r ”  ( p .  13).

Die u i t b r e e k  van  d ie  Sesde G re n s o o r lo g  he t d ie  f i l a n t r o p e  se saak b e v o r d e r  en 

is in d e rd a a d  d e u r  h u l le  v e rw e lk o m ,  as s y n d e  in be la ng  van  " d ie  saak"  ( p .  1 3 .)

In H o o fs tu k  2 toon P re to r iu s  aan hoeda t  d ie  w e i fe le n d e  en w isse len de  

r e g e r in g s b e le id  ten  o p s ig te  van  d ie  v e r h o u d in g  tu s s e n  Wit  en S w a r t  op d ie
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g r e n s  t o t  n g r o o t  mate  d ie  Sesde G re n s o o r lo g  (1834) v e ro o rs a a k  he t .  Die rol 

w a t  n a t u u r l i k e  f a k t o r e ,  soos d r o o g te  ( d r o u g h t  is no re s p e c te r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

b o u n d a r ie s "  - p . 21) en s p r in k a n e  gespee l  h e t ,  asook d ie  s t e r k  

h a n d e ls g e r ig t h e id  van  d ie  f i l a n t r o p e  - g e tu ig  hu l  v e r s e t  teen d ie  v e r b o d  op 

w a p e n le w e r in g  aan d ie  S w a r t  stamme - w o rd  ook a a n g e sn y .  Laasgenoemde 

h o u d in g  w o rd  d e u r  d ie  s k r y w e r  as w is h fu l  t h i n k i n g '  be s tem pe l,  g e d a g t ig  aan 

d ie  m o o n t l i k e  g e v o lg e  as d ié  w apens in  o n d e r l i n g e  tw is te  aa ngew e nd  sou w o rd :  

T h e  fa te  o f  th e  Maor is  in New Zea land a f f o r d s  a good i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  re s u l ts  

o f  th e  s h o r t - s i g h te d n e s s  and  i r r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  E u ro pean  seekers  o f  g a in "  

( p . 22 ) .

Die s k r y w e r  b e hand e l  v e r d e r  a g te re e n v o lg e n s  d ie  o o r lo g  se l f  ( H o o fs tu k  3)  en 

d ie  d a a ro p v o lg e n d e  g r e n s r e ë lm g s  van  S i r  Ben jam in  D 'U rb a n ,  met d ie  

p ro k la m a s ie  van  d ie  P ro v in s ie  van  K o n in g in  A d e la id e  in  X hosa la n d  ( H o o fs tu k  

4 ) .  Die vo i le  im pak  en gew e ld  van  d ie  f i l a n t r o p ie s e  in v lo e d  aan d ie  Kaap kom 

ba ie  s t e r k  na v o r e  as d ie  re a ks ie  op D U rb a n  se g r e n s r e ë l in g s  i n d r i n g e n d  

o n t le e d  w o r d .  D 'U rb a n  se l f  h e t  d i t  ee rs  te n  vo i le  be se f  toe  h y  k o r t  h ie rn a  

h e r ro e p  is (H o o f s tu k  5 ) .  O n d e r  le id in g  v a n  d r .  P h i l ip  en B u x to n  is 'n 

in te n s ie w e  b e ïn v lo e d in g s v e ld to g  ge loods  en h e t  D 'U r b a n  hom, g r o o t l i k s  

o n b e w u s te l i k ,  as b e s k u ld ig d e  in n " h o fs a a k "  b e v in d .  T e  meer so toe 

o n v o ld o e n d e  en v e r d r a a id e  a m p te l ik e  i n h g t i n g  o o r  d ie  o m s ta n d ig h e d e  rondom  

d ie  o m s t re d e  dood v a n  X h o s a - o p p e r h o o f , H in tz a ,  aan d ie  l i g  gekom en G len e lg  

en d ie  B r i t s e  r e g e r in g  met te e n s te l le n d e  f i l a n t r o p ie s e  da ta  be s to o k  is ( H o o fs tu k  

6 ).

T e rg e n d e  v r a e  ro ndom  d ie  H in tz a - g e v a l  w o r d  aan d ie  o r d e  g e s te l :  Was H in tza  

n " p o l i t i e k e "  g e vange ne?  Is h y  t y d e n s  so d a n ig e  "g e v a n g e n e s k a p "  

g e ïn t im id e e r?  Is h y  ko e lb lo e d ig  d o o d g e s k ie t  ( d e u r  d ie  k o p )  t e r w y l  h y  om 

ge nade  gesmeek het?  Is sy  l y k  g e s k e n d  d e u r d a t  sy  o re  a fg e s n y  is om as 

a a n d e n k in g s  te  d ien?

P re to r iu s  moes f y n  t r a p  'because  th e  v a r io u s  a c co u n ts  g iv e n  b y  th e  m a jo r  ac to rs  

and  e y e -w i tn e s s e s  a re  so i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  in a c c u ra c ie s ,  om iss ion  and 

m is r e p r e s e n ta t io n s "  ( p .  190).

In  d ie  b e s p r e k in g  ro ndom  h ie r d ie  v ra e  (80 b la d s y e )  toon P re to r iu s  d a t  hy  

h i s t o r i k u s  va n  fo rm a a t  is .  H y weeg en o n t le e d  a 11 e b e s k ik b a r e  g e tu ie n is  op  ’ n
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o n d e rh o u d e n d e  w yse  en as h y  t o t  v e r k l a r i n g  en b e o o rd e l in g  o o rg a a n ,  d r a  sy  

b e v in d in g e  d ie  s tem pe l va n  ge sag .  Sy b y d r a e  h ie r  is k e n n e l i k  n u i t v lo e is e l  

va n  d ie  saad j ie  w a t  d e u r  p r o f .  C . J .  Uys  in  'n  a r t i k e l r e e k s  in 1943 g e p la n t  is 

- d a lk  te  m eer  so omdat d ie  b re ë  g e s k ie d k u n d e  n ie  ju i s  van  U ys  se o n th u l le n d e  

b e v in d in g e  k e n n is  geneem he t  n ie  ( p . x i i i ) .

P re to r iu s  se b e v in d in g e :  H in tza  is k o e lb lo e d ig  d o o d g e s k ie t ,  sy  l iggaam is 

g e s k e n d  en s y  p le id oo ie  om ge nade  he t  op  dowe o r e  g e v a l .  Geen w o n d e r  nie 

d a t  D 'U rb a n  se v o o r s te l l i n g  va n  H in tza  as son debo k  en sy  v e r d r a a id e  w eergaw e 

va n  g e b e u r e  b lo o tg e lê  is ,  d a t  d i t  sy  r e e d s a fg e ta k e ld e  bee ld  v e r d e r  benadeel 

en s y  h e r r o e p in g  v e rh a a s  h e t  ( p .  178).  Laasgenoemde f e i t  v e r h e f ,  v o lge ns  

P r e to r i u s ,  d ie  H in tz a -e p is o d e  t o t  d ie  hoof inoment van  d ie  G re n s o o r lo g  en wel 

om dat d i t  d ie  k o r t s t o n d ig e  a n n e ksa s ie b e le id  va n  S i r  D 'U rb a n  g e k e ld e r  h e t  

( p .  x i i i ) .

Die ie tw a t  o n s k u ld ig e  en o n s y d ig e  w y s e  w aa ro p  d ie  s k r y w e r  w o n d e r  " w h a t  th e  

h u m a n i ta r ia n s  w o u ld  have  been ab le  to  make o f  th e  in c id e n t  i f  a B o e r  o r  Boers 

had been in v o l v e d "  ( p . 3 2 1 ) ,  s p r e e k  b o e kd e le .  In h ie r d ie  saak was d i t  e g te r  

D 'U rb a n  ( " t h e  p r o u d  o p p re s s o r  in  A f r i c a " )  w a t  aan d ie  k o r t s t e  e n t  g e t r e k  he t 

in w a t  bes tem pe l is as "a nob le  v i c t o r y  o f  r i g h t  o v e r  m ig h t "  ( p . 3 1 9 ) .

Die fe i t  d a t  d ie  g e d i s k r e d i t e e r d e  D 'U rb a n  o n g e v e e r  n de ka d e  l a te r  g e l y k  gegee 

sou w o rd  w a t  b e t r e f  s y  n a -o o r lo g s e  g re n s b e le id  w o rd  d e u r  d ie  s k r y w e r  as " t h e  

i r o n y  of  h i s t o r y "  bestempe l  ( p ,1 7 6 ) .  Net so in s ig g e w e n d  is d ie  f e i t  d a t  D 'U rb a n  

in d ie  b re ë  as k a m p v e g te r  v i r  d ie  " u n f o r t u n a t e  c o lo n is ts "  ( p . 317) o p g e t r e e  h e t ,  

teen d ie  v e r d e n k in g e  w at  d e u r  d ie  f i l a n t r o p e  gesaai is . D 'U rb a n  he t  nie 

ge sk room  om G le n e lg  op d ie  v in g e r s  te  t i k  n ie ,  o o r  d ie  g e b re k  aan s im pa t ie  v i r  

d ie  k o lo n is te  t e r w y l  hy  d i t  so o o r v lo e d ig l i k  jeens " t h e  t r e a c h e ro u s  and 

a g g re s s iv e  en em y"  (X h o sa s )  o p e n b a a r  he t  ( p . 318).

Die s tu d ie  s l u i t  a f  d e u r  da a ro p  te w ys  d a t  d ie  f i l a n t r o p e  se in v lo e d  in h ie r d ie  

t y d  op sy  h o o g te p u n t  was en d a t  d i t  spo ed ig  h ie rn a  sou b e g in  taan  ( p . 328).

D i t  d ien  gemeld te  w o rd  d a t  d ie  w e rk  o n d e r  b e s p re k in g  n ie  nuwe n a v o rs in g  

v a r s  u i t  d ie  oo nd  is n ie ,  maar d e u r  d ie  o u t e u r  se l f  g e t ip e e r  w o rd  as " e s s e n t ia l l y  

a p r o d u c t  of t h e  re se a rch  o f  th e  1960's”  ( p . x v ) .  Die V o o rw o o rd  d r a  d ie  da tum

407



1 J a n u a r ie  1970 en d i t  is g e v o lg l i k  n o d ig  g e v in d  om, met d ie  oog op p u b l i k a s ie ,  

g r o t e r  re le v a n s ie  aan d ie  w e rk  te  v e r le e n .

V o o ra f  w o rd  du s  n k o r t  o o rs ig  gegee van d ie  g e s k ie d s k r y w in g  wat  s e d e r t  1970 

oo r  d ie  O o sg re n s  o n d e rn e e m  is met n v l u g t i g e  e v a lu e r in g  va n  d ie  k a r a k t e r  van  

d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  " s k o le "  in d ie  S u id - A f r i k a a n s e  h i s t o r i o g r a f i e :  d ie  

k o n s e rw a t ie w e ,  b l a n k g e r i g t e  g ro e p  (h o o fs a a k l i k  A f r i k a n e r s ) ,  d ie  l i b e r a le ,m a a r  

tog  ook b la n k g e o r ië n t e e r d e  E n g e ls ta l ig e s  en d ie  j o n g s te  to e v o e g in g  s e d e r t  d ie  

s e w e n t ig e r ja re ,  d ie  sogenaamde ra d ik a le s .  H .M .  W r ig h t  ( T h e  b u r d e n  o f  th e  

p r e s e n t :  l i b e r a l - r a d i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  S o u th e rn  A f r i c a  h i s t o r y )  se k r i t i e k  

op d ie  r a d ik a le s  en v e r a l  d ie  te n d e n s ie u s e  n e ig in g s  om d ie  A f r i k a n e r -  te  gésel 

en d ie  s w a r te s  as o n s k u ld ig e s  v o o r  te  ho u ,  w o rd  s t i l s w y g e n d - in s te m m e n d  d e u r  

P re to r iu s  o o rg e d ra  ( p . x v i - X v i i ) .

V y f  in s ig g e w e n d e  d o k u m e n te  is as by laes  aa ngeheg t e r w y l  n aanta l  fo to  s, 

sk e ts e ,  a f d r u k k e  en 'n  k a a r t  d ie  in te re s s a n th e id  van  d ie  w e rk  v e r h o o g .  Die 

gewone b r o n n e ly s  en n in d e ks  is ook a a nw es ig ,  met n h a n d ig e  a l fa b e t ie se  

r e g i s t e r  ( v o lg e n s  o u t e u r )  van al d ie  h is to r ie s e  w e rk e  w a t  in  d ie  re eks  

g e p u b l i s e e r  is . Die boek is in d ie  k e n m e rk e n d e ,  s te w ig e  g ro e n  b a n d  g e b in d .

P.F. V A N  DER SCHVFF

D e p a r te m e n t  G e s k ie d e n is ,  P o tche f  s t ro om  se U n iv e r s i t e i t  v i r  CHO
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L A N G L E Y ,  M .R .  1989. G u i l laum e G roen  v a n  P r i n s t e r e r  (1801 -187 6 ) .  V a d e r  

va n  d ie  a n t i - r e v o lu s io n é r e  re fo rm a to r ie s e  p o l i t i e k .  W e te n s k a p l ik e  B y d ra e s  van 

d ie  PU v i r  C H O . Reeks F2: B ro s ju re s  van d ie  I n s t i t u u t  v i r  R e fo rm a to r iese  

S tu d ie .  Nominee 47. P o tche fs t ro om  : PU v i r  CHO.

G ro en  va n  P r i n s t e r e r  is 'n b e k o o r l i k e  boek ie  en w i l  n ik s  meer as d i t  wees nie. 

Dis  'n A f r i k a a n s e  v e r t a l i n g  van  'n a r t i k e l  d e u r  M .R .  L a n g le y ,  N u u s r e d a k te u r  

van  d ie  E t e r n i t y .  L a n g le y  lew e r  h ie r  'n s t u k k ie  o n g e k o m p l is e e rd e  h a g io g ra f ie  

o o r  iemand w a t  d ie s e l fd e  a n t i - r e w o lu s io n é re  be la nge  he t as h y ,  d ie  IRS en die 

le s e r s k r i n g  w a a r v o o r  hy  s k r y f .

H a g io g ra f ie  hoe f  e g te r  nie o n a p t y t l i k  te  wees n ie .  Die boek ie  b r i n g  in d e rd a a d  

in te re s s a n te  in s ig te  in d ie  k ra g  van  le d e -v ro o m h e id  na v o r e .  D i t  toon hoe 

G ro en  ’ n ko n s e rw a t ie w e  teo log ie  met n o n tw ik k e le n d e  sos ia le  be w u s s y n  

g e k o m b in e e r  he t .

Wat v e ra l  a a n t r e k l i k  v o o rg e s te l  w o rd ,  is d ie  id e n t i f i k a s ie  v a n  a n t i - r e w o lu s io n é re  

d e n k e  met i n t e l l i g e n te  d e n k e .  G roen  was n ie  m aar  'n  dom en na'iewe leek wat  

te  o n o o r s p r o n k l i k  was om aan 'n a l te r n a t ie f  op  d ie  s ta tu s  q u o  te  d in k  n ie .  

V o lg e n s  d ie  bo e k ie  was hy  'n d inam iese  p e rs o o n ,  w a t  i n t e l l i g e n te  p o l i t i e k e  

oo rd e le  kon f e l .

My e n ig s te  b e sw a a r  teen d ie  boek ie  is d a t  d a a r  te  veel in  B yb e l ta a l  o o r  G roen 

g e p ra a t  w o rd  en d a t  sy  p o l i t ie k e  s t a n d p u n t  n ie  w e r k l i k  d u id e l i k  u i tg e s p e l  w o rd

Die bo e k ie  se taa l ( v e r t a l i n g )  is k e u r ig ,  en d ie  g a n g  d a a rv a n  v i n n i g  genoeg 

om 'n mens te  laat aanhou lees t o t  op d ie  laaste  b la d s y  - w a t  b la d s y  v y f t i e n

C. LA ND M A N  

K e rk g e s k ie d e n is ,  Un isa .
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