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M IS P LA A S T E  K R IT IE K ?

P ro f .  M. E la ine Botha

D e pa r tem en t  F i loso f ie ,  P o tche fs t ro om se  U n iv e r s i t e i t  v i r  C h r i s t e l i k e  Hoër 

O n d e rw y s

TER INLEIDING1

Aan d ie  e ind e  van  'n re s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  van d r .  Joh ann  Mouton  van SENMET, 

RGN, P re to r ia  o o r  d ie  w e rk  "P a ra d igm as  in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e .  'n  C h r i s t e l i k e  

p e r s p e k t i e f " , P o tche fs t ro om :  PU v i r  CHO, 1987, kom hy  ten  o p s ig te  va n  d ie  

l ie le  w e rk  t o t  d ie  v o lg e n d e  slo tsom:

Die f e i t  d a t  nog B otha  nog D u ve n a g e  d a a r in  s laag om d ie  te o re t ie s e  en 

f i lo s o f ie s e  "g r o n d s la e "  va n  'n  C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  op  d ie  w e te n s k a p  

d u id e l i k  en o o r t u ig e n d  u i t  te  w e r k ,  en d ie  f e i t  d a t  d ie  la te re  b y d ra e s  o o r  

pa rad ig m as  in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e  g e b u k  gaan o n d e r  d ie s e l fd e  ko n se p tu e le  

vaa g h e d e  en o n d u id e l ik h e d e ,  s u g g e re e r  d a t  h ie r d ie  b e n a d e r in g s  t o t  'n 

v e r d e d ig in g  va n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  m isp laas mag wees!

As in  a a n m e rk in g  geneem w o rd  d a t  daarmee 'n  ta a m l ike  e r n s t i g e  b e d e n k in g  o o r  

d ie  saak van  C h r i s t e l i k  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  in d ie  a lgemeen en meer s p e s i f ie k  

o o r  d ie  w e r k  va n  'n  g r o o t  aanta l  n a v o rs e r s  w ie  se n a v o rs in g  in  d ie  w e r k ie  t e r  

s p r a k e  kom, u i tg e s p re e k  w o rd ,  kan d i t  n ie  a n d e rs  as 'n  re a k s ie  o p ro e p  n ie .  

B l y k  d i t  in d e rd a a d  d a t  al d ie  s k r y w e r s  in  d ie  w e r k ie  in d e rd a a d  d ie  s p o o r  met 

b e t r e k k i n g  t o t  d ie  b e o e fe n in g  van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  b y s t e r  is ,  dan  sal d a a r  

met g r o o t  e rn s  ha nd  in eie boesem g e s te e k  moet w o rd .  Om h ie r d ie  re de  moet

1 My d a n k  en e r k e n n in g  aan v e r s k i l l e n d e  ko l legas  w a t  d e u r  k r i t i e s e

o p m e rk in g s  o o r  'n  e e rs te  kon sep  va n  h ie r d ie  re a k s ie ,  d ie  a r g u m e n te  en sake

w a a ro o r  d i t  g a an ,  v e r h e ld e r  he t .
K oers  5 4 (3 )  1989
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d ie  re s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  van  Mouton  dan ook e r n s t i g  opgeneem  w o rd .  As o u d - s t u d e n t  

van h ie r d ie  u n i v e r s i t e i t  is h y  s e k e r l i k  met d ie  idea le van  C h r i s t e l i k e  

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  goed b e k e n d ,  hoewel h y  d i t  k e n n e l ik  n ie  deel  n ie .  As 

d e e g l ik  ge sko o ld e  m etodo loog en w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o o f  is sy  oo rdee l  b e la n g r i k  b in n e  

d ie  k o n te ks  va n  d ie  b e o e fe n in g  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p  in ons land .

Die re s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  b e v a t  kom m entaar o o r  al d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  a fd e l in g s  en 

h o o f s tu k k e  va n  h ie r d ie  w e rk ie ,  maar b e s p re e k  meer in d e ta i l  d ie  b y d ra e s  van 

p r o f f .  B .D u v e n a g e  en M .E .  Botha  en maak ook n aanta l  meer algemene 

o p m e rk in g e  w a t  d ie  he le  s t r e k k i n g  va n  d ie  boek  ra ak .  U i t e r a a r d  is d i t  nie 

m o o n t l i k  o f  w e n s l ik  om namens d ie  a n d e r  o u te u r s  van h o o f s tu k k e  o f  b y d ra e s  in 

h ie r d ie  b u n d e l  te  re a g e e r  n ie ,  en ook nie m o o n t l i k  om op  alle sake  w a t  in  d ie  

a r t i k e l  van d r .  Mouton  v o o rk o m ,  te  re a g e e r  n ie .  D r ie  sake  wat in  h ie r d ie  

r e s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  t e r  s p r a k e  kom, v e r g  e g te r  m yn s  in s ie n s  kom m en taa r ,  te  wete :  .

• Sy k r i t i e s e  kom m entaar o o r  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  in d ie  a tgemeen.

• Sy k r i t i e s e  o p m e rk in g e  o o r  my h o o fs tu k  in  h ie r d ie  b u n d e l ;  

"G ro n d s la e - o n d e r s o e k : Die b lo o t le g g in g  va n  d ie  o n d e r l i g g e n d e  f i lo s o f ie s e  

s isteem va n  w e te n s k a p l i k e  t e o r i e e " .

• Sy v o o rs te l  da t  'n  p o g in g  aangew end  w o rd  om 'n  t ip o lo g ie  van 

v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  wat ’ n rol speel in d ie  b e o e fe n in g  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p ,  

d u id e l i k e r  te  o n d e rs k e i  en te  o r d e n .

Mouton b ied  in  s y  re s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  b e la n g r i k e  p u n te  va n  k r i t i e k  w a t  d ie  

v o o rs ta a n d e r  v a n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  noop om h o m /h a a r  te 

v e r a n tw o o r d  o o r  d ie  saak. D ikw e ls  w o rd  te  g e m a k l ik  en te  gou  v o ls ta a n  met 'n 

v ro om  s te l l i n g  o o r  d ie  w e n s l i k h e id  o f  d ie  n o o d s a a k l ik h e id  v a n  ’ n C h r i s t e l i k e  

p e r s p e k t ie f ,  s o n d e r  da t  d a a r  i n d r i n g e n d  aan d ie  u i t v o e r i n g  van h ie r d ie  ideaal 

g e w e rk  w o rd .  D i t  is d ie  b e d o e l in g  van h ie r d ie  a r t i k e l  om k o r t l i k s  o p  h ie r d ie  

f a s e t te  van  M ou ton  se k r i t i e k  te  re a g e e r  en v e ra l  dan in  d ie  d e rd e  deel van 

h ie r d ie  a r t i k e l  n p o g in g  aan te  w end  om ’ n e e rs te  v e r s ig t i g e  s ta p  te  waag in 

d ie  r i g t i n g  van  d ie  ana l ise  en o r d e n in g  va n  en ke le  va n  d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  t ip e  

v o o ro n d e r s te l l in g e  w a t  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  n ro l  spee l .  E e rs te n s  dan  n re aks ie  

op Mouton  se meer a lgemene o p m e rk in g s  o o r  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p .
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CHRISTELIKE WETENSKAP: VERSKILLENDE BENADERINGS

Die b e s ta a n s re g  van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  is met v e r lo o p  van  t y d  v a n u i t  'n 

g r o o t  v e r s k e id e n h e id  g e s ig sh o e ke  b e n a d e r  en v e r d e d ig .  D i t  is du s  ba ie  moei l ik  

om van  'n e e n d u id ig e  b e n a d e r in g  as 'n  sogenaamde " s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van 

C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  te p r a a t .  E nke le  van  h ie r d ie  w y d  u i te e n lo p e n d e  

b e n a d e r in g s w y s e s  w o rd  genoem:

• Die i d e n t i f i k a s ie  van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  met d ie  to e v o e g in g  

van o f  B y b e l te k s te  o f  S k r i f t u u r l i k e  p e rs p e k t ie w e  o f  bepaalde 

C h r i s t e l i k - f i l o s o f i e s e  p e rs p e k t ie w e  aan "d ie  w e te n s k a p " .

• I d e n t i f i s e r in g  van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  b loo t  ne t  met d ie  b e h a n d e l in g  van 

d ie  e t iese  o f  p r a k t ie s e  d im ens ies  van  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g .

• Die i d e n t i f i k a s ie  van  d ie  w yse  w aa rop  g e lo o fs o o r tu ig in g s .  S k r i f p e r s p e k t ie w e  

o f  s k e p p in g s b e g in s e ls  i n t r i n s i e k  in  d ie  p ro s e s  va n  w e te n s k a p s v o rm in g  

deu r w e r k .

A fg e s ie n  van  h ie r d ie  a k s e n te ,  he t  d a a r  ook  met v e r lo o p  va n  t y d  n g r o o t  aanta l  

C h r i s t e n - d e n k e r s  in sowel d ie  Rooms K a to l is ism e as d ie  P ro te s ta n t is m e  en b y  

name in d ie  C a lv in ism e ,  s is tem e en r i g l y n e  u i tg e w e rk  v i r  d ie  u i t b o u  va n  h ie rd ie  

ideaa l .  Wat d ie  C a lv in is te  b e t  r e f ,  w o rd  g e d in k  aan D ooye w eerd  en V o l le n h o v e n ,  

S to k e r ,  V an  T i l ,  W o l t e r s t o r f f , P la n t in g a  en a n d e re .  U i t e r a a r d  sal d ie  

n a v o rs e r s ,  na w ie  se w e r k  in  h ie r d ie  b u n d e l  v e r w y s  w o r d ,  e lk  'n  p ie  b e n a d e r in g  

v o lg  en b o w e nd ie n  w a a r s k y n l i k  nog m e e rde re  va n  d ie  bogenoemde 

b e n a d e r in g s w y s e s  in h u l le  n a v o r s in g  im p le m e n te e r . Dus is d i t  d u id e l i k  

o n g e n u a n s e e rd  om v a n u i t  d ie  s ta a n s p o o r  va n  'n  " s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van 

C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  te  p r a a t .

Oorvereenvoudigde probleemstelling?

D at  d a a r  in  d ie  b e o e fe n in g  va n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  en in  d ie  v e r d e d ig in g  

d a a rv a n  leemtes be s taan ,  moet d e u r  almal d a a r b y  b e t r o k k e  e r k e n  w o r d .  D iegene 

w a t  met h ie r d ie  ideaal  e r n s  maak, o n td e k  dan ook heel  sp o e d ig  d a t  d ie  saak 

waarom d i t  gaan a l le rm in s  g e d ie n  kan w o r d  met a r g u m e n te  op  d ie  v la k  va n  eise 

ra k e n d e  d ie  le w e r  van  b e w y s e  d a t  'n  C h r i s t e n  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  a a n too nba a r
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a n d e rs  te  w e r k  sal gaan as e n ig e  a n d e r  w e te n s k a p l i k e  o f  a n d e r  w e te n s k a p l i k e  

r e s u l ta te  sal le w e r  as a n d e r  w e te n s k a p l i k e s . D aa r  was 'n  t y d  w a a r in  d ie  

a rg u m e n ta s ie  o o r  h ie r d ie  saak nie vee l v e r d e r  gekom  h e t  as d ie  v ru g te lo s e  

d i s k u s s ie  va n  d ie  p ro b le e m  in h o e v e r r e  d ie  w y s e  w a a ro p  " . . . ' n  C h r is t e n  n 

b a k k ie  sou b e s t u u r  dan  a n d e rs  sal wees as d ie  w yse  w a a ro p  'n n i e - C h r i s t e n  

d i t  sou doen . Ek h e t  gehoop  d a t  d ie  d is k u s s ie  h ie r d ie  o o r v e r e e n v o u d ig in g

van  d ie  p ro b le e m  h o p e l ik  la n k  reeds o n tg ro e i  h e t .  O n g e lu k k ig  is ons e g te r  nou 

met d ie  k r i t i e k  va n  M outon  - ten  m ins te  w a t  b e t r e f  een deel van sy  k r i t i e s e  

kom m entaar  - w e e r  te r u g  by  h ie r d ie  heel basiese en s im p l is t ie se  

p r o b le e m s te l l i n g . Laat ons du s  maar w e e r  d ie  p r o b le e m s te l l in g  van  n a d e rb y  

b e k y k .

D i t  w i l  v o o rk o m  aso f ons h ie r  nie soseer met n ’ s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van 

C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  te  make he t  n ie ,  maar e e rd e r  met n 

’ s t a n d a a r d m is v a t t i n g "  o o r  d ie  d ie  a a rd  van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g ! 

Te n  em d e  h ie r d ie  m is v a t t i n g  en d ie  (m isp la a s te  . . . ? )  k r i t i e k  d a a ro p  van 

n a d e r b y  te  b e k y k ,  w o r d  e n k e le  sake w at d e u r  d ie  re s e n s e n t ,  d r .  Johann 

M o u to n ,  in sy  re s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  behande l  w o rd ,  b e s p re e k .

M ou ton  se r e s e n s ie - a r t i k e l  he t n te lk e n s  t e r u g k e r e n d e  r e f r e in  met b e t r e k k i n g  

t o t  d ie  saak van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p :  D i t  be he ls  d ie  a a n k la g  d a t  d ie  o u te u r s  

van  d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  h o o f s tu k k e  w e in ig  te r e g  laa t  kom va n  n " C h r i s t e l i k e  

p e r s p e k t i e f "  en d ie  s te l l i n g  d a t  w a t  v e r s k i l l e n d e  o u te u r s  wel se o o r  'n 

C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  n ik s  meer b ie d  as "b lo te  g e m e e n p la s in g e  en w e lb e ke n d e  

u i t s p r a k e  o o r  d ie  tema o f  . . .  " r e d e l i k  t r i v i a l e  o f  gem een p las ige  s te l l i n g s  o o r  

w a t  n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  o f  b e n a d e r in g  sou b e te k e n  D e rg e l ik e

k r i t i e k  moet n a t u u r l i k  d e u r  d ie  b e t r o k k e  o u te u r s  e r n s t i g  opgeneem  w o rd .  D i t  

le m e  op  my w eg en ek  b e s k ik  ook n ie  o o r  d ie  k u n d ig h e id  om op 

w e te n s k a p l i k - v e r a n t w o o r d e  w y s e  d ie  k r i t i e k  op  h u l le  s t a n d p u n te  te  w e e r lé  n ie .  

In  h ie r d ie  a fd e l in g  sou ek e g t e r  s legs wou k o n s e n t r e e r  o p  en ke le  p ro b le m a t ie se  

k a n te  va n  d ie  k r i t i e k  v a n  M ou ton  op  d ie  idee va n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  in d ie  

a lg e m e e n .

E e rs te n s  moet toegegee  w o rd  d a t  d ie  s u b t i t e l  v a n  d ie  w e r k  b y  d ie  le s e r  d ie  

v e r w a g t i n g  sou kon s k e p  d a t  a l le  b y d ra e s  in  d ie  w e r k i e  p o g in g s  sou wees t o t  

d ie  o n t w ik k e l i n g  va n  n " C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t i e f "  op d ie  pa ra d ig m a s  in n 

s p e s i f ie k e  w e te n s k a p .  D ie  g e b r e k  aan 'n  in le id e n d e  v o o rw o o r d  maak d i t  v o o r t s
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nog m o e i l i k e r  v i r  d ie  lese r  om te  wete  te  kom w at  d ie  p res iese  bedoe l in g  van 

d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  h o o fs tu k k e  o f  n a v o r s in g s p r o je k te  was. D i t  is n leemte w a t  te re g  

d e u r  Mouton se k r i t i e k  u i tg e w y s  is en w a t  w a a r s k y n l i k  ook  sy  i n t e r p r e ta s ie  van 

d ie  b y d ra e s  in d ie  ha nd  g e w e rk  he t .  Die v ra a g  is e g te r  in h o e v e r re  d i t  b i l l i k  

is om e lke  b y d ra e  in h ie r d ie  w e rk  p r im e r  v a n u i t  d ie  p e r s p e k t ie f  van  d ie  s u b t i te l  

t e  be oo rd ee l .  B ow end ien  is d i t  b y k a n s  v o o r - d ie - h a n d - l i g g e n d  d a t  d ie  fo rm aa t  

van d ie  ve rs la e  o n m o o n t l ik  d i t  sou toe laa t  om, al sou d a a r  ook g e w e ld ig e  nuwe 

in s ig te  to t  o n tw ik k e l i n g  gekom he t ,  v o l le d ig  d a a rv a n  v e r s la g  te  doen.

Die h o o fs tu k  o n d e r  b e s p r e k in g  was la n k  t e v o re  reeds v o l le d ig  g e p u b l is e e r  

(B o th a ,  1985).  In d ie  o o r s p r o n k l i k e  a r t i k e l  is vee l u i t v o e r i g e r  aandag gegee 

aan d ie  o m s k ry w in g  van  d ie  a a rd  van  g ro n d s la e .  Die a r t i k e l  is om een o f  a n d e r  

rede  in v e r k o r t e  vo rm  in d ie  b u n d e l  P arad igm as in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e  opgeneem. 

Die a r t i k e l s  is d ie  w eergaw e  va n  ri l a n g e r  n a v o r s in g s v e r s la g  o o r  d ie  v ra a g  wat 

g r o n d s la e - s tu d ie  sou wees. Die rede  waarom d ie  n a v o r s in g  i n d e r t y d  onde rn eem  

was, was ju is  om aan te  toon d a t  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p l ik e s  in d ie  f in a le  

in s ta n s ie  ook met d ie s e l fd e  basiese f i lo s o f ie s e  en w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  

v r a a g s tu k k e  g e k o n f r o n te e r  w o rd  as en ig e  a n d e r  w e te n s k a p l i k e  en d a t  d ie  v ra a g  

na d ie  "h o e "  van  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  in d ie  w e te n s k a p  meer g e ko in p l ise e rd  

is as b loo t  ne t  d ie  to e v o e g in g  van  B y b e l t e k s te  o f  a n d e r  

" a a n to o n b a a r - C h r i s t e l i k e '  e le m e n te / in s ig te / 'p e r s p e k t ie w e  o f  ie ts  d e r g e l i k s  aan 

d ie  w e te n s k a p .  My p o g in g  om d ie  ro l  va n  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  in  v e r b a n d  te 

b r i n g  met d ie  "b a s ic  p r o p o s i t io n s "  van B ro w n  (1979) en a n d e re  (n ie  "b a s ic  

p r o p o r t i o n s ” , soos f o u t ie w e l i k  in  d ie  a r t i k e l  ge se t  is n i e ! )  en d ie  " c o n t r o l  

b e l ie fs "  soos d e u r  W o l t e r s t o r f f  (1976; 1984) o n t w ik k e l ,  moes d a a r  b l y k e  van  

gegee he t .

S T A N D A A R D M IS V A T T IN G  VAN C H R IS T E L IK E  W ETENSKAPSBEOEFENIN G7

In sy  kom m entaar op D u v e n a g e  se h o o fs tu k :  "D ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  b a n te r in g  van 

C h r i s t e l i k e  p e rs p e k t ie w e  in d ie  w e te n s k a p "  laat b l y k  Mouton  d a t  h y  van  m en ing  

is " d a t  d a a r  nog te  vee l sake rondom  d ie  m o o n t l i k h e id  van  C h r i s t e l i k e  

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  ( i s )  w a a ro o r  d a a r  n ie  d u id e l i k h e id  bes taan  n ie " .  Die 

v e r d e d ig in g  van  D u ve n a g e  se s ta n d p u n t  w o rd  aan d ie  s k r y w e r  se l f  o o rg e la a t ,  

maar h ie r  w o rd  een e lem ent van  Mouton se k r i t i e k  w at v e r b a n d  hou met d ie  

p rob leem  o n d e r  b e s p r e k in g ,  k o r t l i k s  u i t g e l ig .
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M o u ton  v e r w y s  h ie r  na w at h y  se l f  noem " d ie  s l a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  o o r  

C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p ,  w a t  op n bas iese s i l lo g is t ie s e  a r g u m e n t  sou b e r u s ,  w at  

soos v o lg  d e u r  hom g e fo rm u le e r  w o rd :

• " A l le  m e n s l ike  h a n d e l in g e  w o rd  g e r i g  en g e s t u u r  d e u r  d ie  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u ig in g s  va n  n p e r s o o n .

• W e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  is n m e r is l ike  h a n d e l in g .

• DUS w o rd  ook  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  g e r i g  en g e s t u u r  d e u r  d ie  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s  van  n p e r s o o n . "

M o u ton  v i n d  d ie  u i tg a n g s p re m is s e  van  h ie r d ie  s i l log ism e  p ro b le m a t ie s  en o p p e r  

te n  o p s ig te  van  h ie r d ie  a r g u m e n t  tw ee  b e la n g r i k e  b e d e n k in g e :  Die e e rs te  hang 

saam met d ie  " v l a k  va n  a b s t r a k s ie "  van  d ie  p re m isse  en d ie  tweede  he t te  make 

met d ie  v a a g h e id  en n i k s s e g g e n d h e id  van d ie  b e g r ip p e  " r i g "  en ' s t u u r " .  

H ie r d ie  tw ee  b e d e n k in g e  w o rd  v e r v o lg e n s  van  n a d e rb y  b e k y k .

Die vlak van abstraksie

P rob le m a t ie s  is v e r a l ,  so a r g u m e n te e r  M o u ton ,  d ie  fe i t  d a t  d i t  n ie  d u id e l i k  is 

hoe s p e s i f ie k e ,  k o n k r e t e  a k t iw i t e i t e ,  soos b y v o o rb e e ld  f i e t s r y ,  g r a s s n y ,  k le re  

a a n t r e k ,  e n s o v o o r ts  d e u r  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  g e r i g  w o rd  n ie .  In d ie n  d i t  wel 

d ie  ge va l  sou wees, dan moet d ie  a k t iw i t e i t e  van  C h r i s t e n  en n i e - C h r i s t e n  op 

d ie  p u n te  "a a n to o n b a a r  v e r s k i l " .  Mouton  ste l  dan d a t  "a lhoew e l d i t  in n meer 

a lgemene s in w a a r  mag wees, d i t  geen a a n to o n b a re  - se l fs  w a a rnee m ba re  - 

v e r s k i l  maak in d ie  w yse  w a a ro p  d ie  C h r i s t e n  en d ie  n ie - C h r i s t e n  d ie  a k t iw i t e i t  

u i t v o e r  n ie " .

H y gee da a rn a  e g te r  toe  d a t  d ie  s te l  l in g  op n meer a lgemene v la k ,  w a n n e e r  

v a n  m e n s l ike  h a n d e l in g e  d ik w e ls  in  n meer g e n e r ie s e  s in  g e p ra a t  w o rd ,  soos 

b y v o o r b e e ld  in d ie  o p v o e d in g  va n  my k in d e r s  . . . "  meer to e p a s l ik  is .  Die 

re s e n s e n t  is d u s  va n  oo rd e e l  d a t  d ie  p rem isse  van d ie  s i l log ism e  wel in  n meer 

a lgem ene s in ,  w a a r  mag wees en is ook v o o r t s  b e re id  om toe te  gee d a t  d ie  

s t e l l i n g  meer to e p a s l ik  is w a n n e e r  d a a r  op n meer g e n e r ie s e  v la k  g e p ra a t  w o rd .
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'n V e r d e r e  aspek  van sy  a rg u m e n t  ten  o p s ig te  van  d ie  u i tg a n g s p re m is s e  van  

d ie  " s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g  van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e t e n s k a p - s i l lo g is m e ',  is d ie  s te l l i n g  

d a t  d ie  onus  op d ie  v e r d e d ig e r  van h ie rd ie  s i l log ism e ru s  om "aan te toon d a t  

sod an ige  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d e u r w e r k  t o t  op d ie  v la k  van k o n k r e te  en 

s p e s i f ie k e  n a v o rs in g s b e s lu i te ,  d i t  w i l  së op d ie  v la k  van  p r o b le e m fo r m u le r in g ,  

d a ta - in s a m e l in g ,  ana l ise  en i n t e r p r e t a s i e " . V e r s k i l l e n d e  ka n te  van  sy  be sw a a r  

sal k o r t l i k s  b e s p re e k  w o rd .

A lgemeen te e n o o r  k o n k r e e t  en spe s i f ie k

W anneer d a a r  toegegee  w o rd  d a t  d ie  s te l l i n g  to e p a s l ik  is w a n n e e r  d a a r  in ’ n 

meer g e ne r ie se  sin g e p ra a t  w o rd ,  dan sou d ie  v o lg e n d e  p rem isse  n a t u u r l i k  w aa r  

moet wees:

• "A l le  ( o p v o e d k u n d ig e )  h a n d e l in g e  w o rd  g e r ig  en g e s t u u r  d e u r  d ie  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u ig in g s  van  ’ n p e rs o o n . "

• O p v o e d in g  van  k in d e rs  t o t  v e r a n tw o o rd e l ik e  m o t o r b e s tu u r d e r s  is ’ n ( ' n  

sp e s i f ie k e .  k o n k r e te )  o p v o e d k u n d ig e  h a n d e l in g .

• DUS: a l le  o p v o e d in g s h a n d e i in g e  ten  o p s ig te  va n  k in d e rs  ten  e in d e  h u l le  t o t  

v e r a n tw o o r d e l ik e  m o to r b e s tu u r d e r s  op  te  le i ,  w o rd  g e r i g  en g e s t u u r  d e u r  

r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s !

As h ie r d ie  s i l log ism e  (g e fo r m u le e r  op  d ie  basis  va n  d ie  u i t g a n g s p re m is s e  w a t  

v i r  Mouton  wel a a n v a a rb a a r  is )  k lo p ,  dan  w i l  d i t  v o o rk o m  asof d a a r  n ie  vee l  

v e r s k i l  bes taan  tu s s e n  h ie r d ie  s i l log ism e en d ie  een w a t  d e u r  Mouton  a fg e w y s  

w o r d  n ie .  B ow end ien  " b e w y s "  d ie  s i l log ism e nog v o o r t s  d a t  heel  k o n k r e te  en 

s p e s i f ie k e  h a n d e l in g e  d e u r  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  g e r i g  en g e s t u u r  w o rd .

D ie p rob lee m  met b e id e  h ie r d ie  s i l log ism es en h u l le  " b e w y s k r a g "  ten  o p s ig te  

va n  d ie  p rob lee m  o n d e r  b e s p r e k in g  lê e g te r  op  a n d e r  v la k k e .  E e rs te n s  op d ie  

v la k  van  d ie  v r a a g  in h o e v e r r e  d a a r  in  h ie r d ie  re la s ie  s p r a k e  is va n  'n  r e g l y n ig e  

en  d i r e k t e  v e r b a n d .  Tw e eden s  op  d ie  v la k  van  d ie  v ra a g  o f  d ie  w yse  w aa rop  

d ie  s i l log ism e  g e fo rm u le e r  is v e r te e n w o o rd ig e n d  is van  d ie  p r a k t y k  van  

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g .
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R e g ly n ig e  en d ir e k te  v e rb a n d ?

V o o r t s  v e r v a l  M ou ton  se eis in d ie  s la g g a t  w a a r in  ta l le  w e te n s k a p l ik e s  (C h r is te n  

en n ie - C h r i s t e n )  d ik w e ls  v e r v a l ,  naam l ik  d ie  a a n v a a r d in g  van  n re g l y n ig e  en 

d i r e k t e  v e r b a n d  tu s s e n  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  en w e te n s k a p l i k e  s te l l in g s  of 

te o r ie ë .  Nou gaan d i t  m yns  ins ien s  n ie  daarom d a t  d a a r  n v e r b a n d  bestaan 

m e ,  d a a ro o r  bes taan  d a a r  m yn s  ins ien s  w e in ig  t w y fe l  - a lhoewel ek aa nvaa r  

d a t  d ie  s t a n d p u n t  nie d e u r  d ie  re s e n s e n t  gedeel w o rd  n ie .  D i t  gaan o o r  die 

v ra a g  hoe" d ie  v e r b a n d  d a a r  u i t s ie n .  Maar Mouton  se v ra a g  v e r o n d e r s te l  reeds 

d ie  o o r v e r e e n v o u d ig d e  r e g l y n ig e  v e r b a n d  tu s s e n  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  en 

w e te n s k a p l i k e  o o r t u i g i n g s / t e o r i e ë ,  w a a r s k y n l i k  om dat hy  me v o ldo end e  

o n d e rs k e i  tu s s e n  d ie  k o n k r e te  en s p e s i f ie k e  h a n d e l in g e ,  soos f i e t s r y ,  

e n s o v o o r t s  aan d ie  een k a n t  en d ie  t ip e  a b s t ra k s ie s  w at  d e u r  d ie  w e te n ska p  

n o o d w e n d ig e r w y s  gep leeg  w o rd ,  aan d ie  a n d e r  k a n t  n ie .

D aar  is e g te r  ook nog n rede  waarom d ie  le van  n " r e g s t re e k s e "  v e r b a n d  

t u s s e n  g e lo o fs o o r tu ig in g  en w e te n s k a p l i k e  d e n k a r b e id  g e k w a l i f i s e e rd  ges ien moet 

w o r d .  Ju is  d ie  m o de rn e  o n tw ik k e l i n g e  in d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  het aan die 

l ig  g e b r i n g  t o t  hoe n mate w e te n s k a p l i k e s  se d e n k a r b e id  b e in v lo e d  w o rd  d e u r  

en d ie  p r o d u k  is van  sos io log iese  en a n d e r  f a k t o r e .  J u is  d ie  moderne 

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  he t ons oë oopgemaak v i r  d ie  fe i t  d a t  d ie  

e r ik e l i n g - w e te n s k a p l i k e  a l t y d  sy  w e r k  doen b in n e  n ge m eenskap  van 

w e te n s k a p l i k e s  en b in n e  d ie  ko n te k s  van n bepaa ld e  w e te n s k a p l i k e  pa rad ig m a 

en w e te n s k a p s t ra d is ie  w a a r b in n e  n he le  n e tw e rk  van  m e ta f is ie se ,  w e te n s k a p l ik e  

en a n d e r  o o r t u ig in g s  n ro l  spee l .  Die s im p l is t ie se  s i l log ism e  ( n pe rsoon  se . . . )  

gee w e in ig  b l y k e  van  h ie r d ie  e r k e n n in g .  N a t u u r l i k  s n y  d ie  o p m e rk in g  na twee 

k a n te  toe : Die a r g u m e n t  t r e f  n a t u u r l i k  be id e  M ou ton  se f o r m u le r i n g  van die 

s i l log ism e  en d ie g e n e  w a t  h y  be w e e r  d ie  v o o r s ta n d e r s  d a a rv a n  sou wees. Die 

laas te  en m o o n t l ik  d ie  s t e r k s te  rede w aarom d ie  r e g l y n ig e  v e r b a n d  e g te r  

g e r e la t i v e e r  moet w o r d ,  is d ie  f e i t  d a t  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s  d ie  ganse  m ens l ike  

lewe omspan en te make he t  met d ie  vo i le  k o n k r e te  m e n s l ike  b e s taan ,  t e r w y l  

d ie  w e te n s k a p  p e r  d e f in is ie  g e r i g  is op g e a b s t r a h e e rd e  a s p e k te  en fa s e t te  van 

d ie  m e n s l ike  lewe o f  d ie  n a t u u r  en g e s k ie d e n is .  D i t  is dan  ook eers  w a n n e e r  

w e te n s k a p l i k e  k e n n is  b in n e  d ie  b r e ë r  k o n te k s  van  d ie  k o n k r e te  m e ns l ike  lewe 

gep laas  en beoordee l  w o r d ,  d a t  d ie  bogenoemde s i l log ism e  g e ld ig  sou kon wees.
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B e teke n  d i t  nou d a t  d ie  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  n ie  op  d ie  v la k  van w e te n s k a p l ik e  

t e o r ie v o r m in g  d e u r w e r k  nie? A l le rm in s .  D i t  w e r k  d e u r !  Die b e la n g r i k e  saak 

is e g te r  om d e e g l ik  te  o n d e rs k e i  hoe re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d a a r u i t  s ien w an n e e r  

d i t  d ie  " k le e d  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p "  aan he t .  En h ie r  kom d ie  a rg u m e n ta s ie  ten  

behoewe van  d ie  ro l  va n  v e r s k i l l e n d e  t ip e s  va n  v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  en d ie  

g r o n d s la e  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p p e  in .  D aa ro o r  meer l a t e r  in  h ie r d ie  a r t i k e l .  Eers 

nog e n k e le  o p m e rk in g s  o o r  Mouton  se eis van  d ie  a a n to o n b a a rh e id  van  d ie  

C h r i s t e l i k e  o o r t u i g i n g  in d ie  w e te n s k a p .

Die eis va n  " a a n to o n b a a rh e id "

M o o n t l i k  bedoel d ie  re se n se n t  met sy s i l l o g is m e -a r g u m e n t  n ie  soseer d ie  

te e n s te l l i n g  tusse n  d ie  sp e s i f ie k e  k o n k re te  a k t iw i t e i t e  aan d ie  een k a n t  en d ie  

meer a lgemene n ie ,  maar ju is  d ie  p rob leem  d a t  d ie  C h r i s t e l i k e  k a r a k t e r  va n  d ie  

a k t iw i t e i t  "a a n to o n b a a r "  moet wees. Die eis wat hy  nou s te l  aan d ie  

C h r i s t e n - w e te n s k a p l i k e  is om op d ie  v la k  van d ie  k o n k re te  en sp e s i f ie k e  

a k t iw i t e i t e  aan te  toon hoe" d ie  a k t iw i t e i t e  d e u r  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  g e r ig  

en g e s t u u r  w o rd .  D i t  is 'n  g e ld ig e  v ra a g  v a n u i t  ’n bepaa ld e  v is ie  op d ie  aa rd  

van  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p ;  een w a a r in  v a n u i t  d ie  s ta a n s p o o r  a a n v a a r  w o rd  da t  

a 11 e m e ns l ike  h a n d e l in g e  n e u t ra a l  is en d ie  on u s  op  d ie  C h r i s t e n  b e ru s  om aan 

te  toon hoe sy  g e lo o fs o o r tu ig in g e  ju is  "a a n to o n b a a r  a n d e r s "  sou wees. D i t  sou 

ek op  my b e u r t  g ra a g  d ie  " s t a n d a a r d m is v a t t i n g "  o o r  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  wou 

noem! E nke le  sake  w o rd  v e r v o lg e n s  t e r  s ta w in g  van  h ie r d ie  a r g u m e n t  genoem.

Die eis va n  a a n to o n b a a rh e id  va n  d ie  d e u r w e r k i n g  van  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  op 

d ie  v la k  d e u r  Mouton  genoem. is e e n v o u d ig  n ie  'n  g e ld ig e  eis in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  

n ie  - d i t  w ee t  d r .  Mouton  as g o edge skoo ld e  m e todo loog wel d e e g l i k .  Die rede 

d a a r v o o r  is e e n v o u d ig  d a t  d ie  w e te n s k a p  se lde te o re t i s e e r  o p  d ie  v la k  van 

f i e t s r y ,  k le re  a a n t r e k ,  e n s o v o o r t s ,  inaar ju i s  van  h ie r d ie  " k o n k r e t e "  v la k  van  

" s p e s i f i e k e "  h a n d e l in g e  a b s t r a h e e r .  H ie rd ie  o p m e rk in g  g e ld  u i t e r a a r d  net so 

s t e r k  ook ten  o p s ig te  van  d ie  v o o r s ta n d e r  van  d ie  "ba s iese  s i l lo g is m e " .  As 

M ou ton  d u s  d ie  v o o r s ta n d e r  van  d ie  s i l log ism e d i t  v e r k w a l i k  d a t  h y / s y  meen 

d a t  d i t  v o ld o e n d e  is om b loo t  met d ie  s te l l i n g  van d ie  s i l log ism e  te  vo ls ta a n  ten  

e in d e  d ie  b e s ta a n s re g  van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  aan te  too n ,  dan moet ek hom 

d i t  g e ly k  gee. Die s i l log ism e as sod an ig  is dan nie n o o dw en d ig  p ro b le m a t ie s  n ie .
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m aar ju is  d ie  v e r w a g t i n g e  w a t  aa ngaa nde  d ie  " b e w y s k r a g "  d a a rv a n  v i r  d ie  saak 

o n d e r  b e s p r e k in g  g e k o e s te r  w o rd .

D i t  is u i t e r a a r d  in o o n t l i k  om in  d ie  kw ess ie  van  " a a n to o n b a a rh e id "  d ie  on us  net 

sowel op d ie  s k o u e rs  van  d ie  o p p o n e n t  va n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  te  p laas .  As 

d ie  C h r i s t e l i k e  k a r a k t e r  dan  n ie  " a a n to o n b a a r "  is n ie .  dan  sou d ie  o p p o n e n t  

van  h ie r d ie  idee te n  m in s te  moes aan toon  d a t  d ie  sogenaamde " n e u t r a l e "  g e b ie d ,  

w at v i r  a l le  w e te n s k a p l i k e s  d ie s e l fd e  is ,  los ges ien  kan w o rd  va n  G od .  s y  w e t ,  

sy W oord en d ie  s t r u k t u r e  w a t  d ie  bes taan  van  d ie  g e sk a p e n e  m o o n t l ik  m.iak. 

Toegegee ,  ook d i t  is me so e e n v o u d ig  a a n to o n b a a r  me - d i t  is g e lo o fsa ke ,  ne t 

soos d ie  v e r k l a r i n g  da t  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  wel d ie  w e te n s k a p  be i 'nv loed ,  ook 

g e loo fsaak  is .  M aar  d i t  is j u i s  d ie  p u n t  w a a ro o r  d i t  o n d e r  a n d e re  in d ie  kw ess ie  

van  g r o n d s la e -o n d e r s o e k  g a an :  d ie  i d e n t i f i k a s ie  va n  d a a rd ie  t ip e  van  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  wat  h u l le  soos re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  se l f  

g e d ra  en d ie  te o r ie ë  r i g  en s t u u r " .

Rigtinggewende en sturende religieuse oortu ig ings?

Mouton meen d a t  d ie  s te l l i n g  d a t  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s  va n  n w e te n s k a p l i k e  

sy w e te n s k a p l i k e  w e rk  r i g  en s t u u r " ,  o n a a n v a a rb a a r  vaa g  is .  Die b e g r ip p e  

moet n a d e r  g e s p e s i f i s e e r  w o rd ,  a n d e rs  is d i t  n ik s s e g g e n d .  Die nega t iew e ,  

p o s i t ie w e ,  o n th u l l e n d e  o f  v e r h u l l e n d e  k a r a k t e r  van h ie r d ie  fu n k s ie s  moet 

o o pged ek  w o r d ,  maar v e ra l  d ie  v la k  van  r ig t in g g e w in g  moet aandag  g e n ie t ,  so 

be toog  M o u ton .

Die a r g u m e n t  in my a r t i k e l  was j u is  d a a ro p  g e r ig  om aan te  toon d a t  d ie  w yse  

w a a ro p  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d ie  w e te n s k a p  b e ïn v lo e d ,  v ia  d ie  " r e g u la t i e w e "  

ro l  van d ie  " c o n t r o l  b e l ie fs '  p la a s v in d .  B in n e  d ie  k o n te k s  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p  

w o rd  d ie  b e g r ip p e  " r ig  en s t u u r "  as " r e g u la t i e f "  v e r ta a l .  Toegegee ,  d ie  f u n k s ie  

was me u i t v o e r i g  to e g e l ig  n ie  om dat d ie  s p i ts  van  d ie  a rg u m e n t  d a a ro p  g e r ig  

was om op  d ie  b e s taan  van  d e rg e l i k e  k o n t r o le r e n d e  g e lo o f s v e r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  

aan te  t o o n . 2 F a se t te  van  h ie r d ie  saak w o rd  v e r d e r  in A f d e l i n g  I I I  van h ie rd ie  

a r t i k e i  b e s p re e k .

1 In  n a n d e r  p u b l i k a s ie  ( B o th a .  1984:87 e . v . ) .  wel  d e e g l ik  aan Mouton
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Die w e r k l i k e  u i td a g in g  van Mouton se a r t i k e l  is geleë in sy s te l l in g  d a t  " . . .  

d ie  onus  ( i s )  om aan te  toon da t  sodan ige  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d e u r w e r k  to t  

op d ie  v la k  van  k o n k r e te  en sp e s i f ie k e  n a v o rs in g s b e s lu i te ,  d i t  w i l  sé op  d ie  

v la k  van  p r o b le e m fo r m u le r in g ,  d a ta - in s a m e l in g ,  ana l ise  en i n t e r p r e t a s i e " . 

W anneer hy  h ie r d ie  eis s te l  met b e t r e k k i n g  to t  " r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s " ,  

be s p re e k  hy  d i t  in d ie  k o n te k s  van sy  w ee rgaw e  van D u ve n a g e  se sogenaamde 

" s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  en sy eie w eergaw e d a a rva n  

in d ie  vo rm  van d ie  "bas iese  s i l lo g ism e " .  W anneer ek e g te r  nou h ie ro p  re a g e e r ,  

v e r o n d e rs te l  ek  d a t  my o p v a t t i n g  van  d ie  a a rd  en w e r k in g  van re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u ig in g s  t e r  s p ra k e  is. Die s te l  l ing  w a t  ek in d ie  v e r b a n d  w i l  v e r d e d ig ,  lu i 

soos v o lg :

W anneer ’ n C h r is te n  d ie  s te l l in g  maak d a t  a 11 e le w e n s a k t iw i te i te  r e l ig ie u s -b e p a a ld  

is , w o rd  daarmee bedoel da t  d ie  eise van  d ie  w i l ,  w et  en d ie  Woord van  God 

in a 11 e a k t iw i t e i t e  e e rb ie d ig  en gehoorsaam moet w o rd .  So 'n re l ig ie u se  eis ten  

o p s ig te  van  d ie  k o n k re te ,  m ens l ike  lewe eis van d ie  g e lo w ige  d ie  ve rm oë om te  

o n d e rs k e i  wat h ie r d ie  eis in d ie  p r a k t y k  sou kon b e te k e n .  Dat d a a r  tu s s e n  d ie  

w i l ,  w et en d ie  W oord van God v i r  d ie  p o l i t i e k ,  h u w e l i k  en ge s in s lew e ,  v e r k e e r ,  

w e te n s k a p  en s p o r t  d u id e l i k e  v e r s k i l l e  b e s taan ,  behoe f  w e in ig  be toog .  Hoe 

h ie rd ie  eis in  d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  lew e n s fa se t te  vo rm  moet aanneem, v e r g  e g te r  van 

C h r is te n e  na d e re  o n d e rs o e k  en na d e n ke .  So sal d ie  eis van  l ie fd e  to t  God en 

d ie  medemens in d ie  v e r k e e r ,  d ie  k la ska m e r  en d ie  p o l i t i e k  d u id e l i k  v e r s k i l l e n d e  

vo rm e  aanneem. Die k r i t i e k e  p u n t  in d ie  a r g u m e n t  is e g te r  d ie  v ra a g  w a t t e r  

ge daan te  d ie  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  van d ie  ge lo w ige  in al h ie r d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  

a k t iw i t e i t e  sal aanneem. In h ie r d ie  s ta d iu m  w o rd  vo ls ta a n  met d ie  s te l l i n g  d a t  

d ie  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  b l y k  in d a a rd ie  o n v e r h a n d e lb a r e  u i tg a n g s p u n t e  in 

en ig e  van d ie  b e t r o k k e  le w e n s fe re  w a a r in  d ie  f in a le  s e k e rh e id  van 'n g ro e p  

g e a n k e r  is . In d ie  p o l i t i e k ,  b y v o o rb e e ld  sal d ie  p o l i t i e k e  c re d o  w a a r s k y n l i k  

o n d e r  an d e re  s u lk e  o o r t u ig in g s  h e r b e r g .  In p o l i t i e k e  ideo log ies  sal d ie  d ie p s te  

re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  van  a a n h a n g e rs  d a a rv a n  g e v in d  w o rd  in d a a rd ie  f in a le ,  

o n v e rh a n d e lb a re  o o r t u ig in g s  ( " r e l i g i e u s e "  o o r t u i g i n g s )  w at  in d ie  p o l i t ie k e  

" b e l y d e n is "  van d ie  bepaa lde  g ro e p  g e fo rm u le e r  is.

b e k e n d ,  is h ie r d ie  v e r b a n d  b r e ë r  u i t g e w e r k .  In  h ie r d ie  w e rk ie  w o rd  ook 

d u id e l i k  da a ro p  ge wys  da t  " k o n t r o l e r e n d "  d ie  tw e e s y d ig e  be te ke n is  he t wat 

Mouton  in sy k r i t i e k  be toog ,  n o o d s a a k l ik  is.
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Die re l ig ie u s e  b e p a a ld h e id  van  w e te n s k a p l i k e  en f i lo s o f ie s e  d e n ks is te m e  b l y k  

e g te r  o p  n a n d e r ,  t i p i e s - w e te n s k a p l i k e ,  w y s e :  In d ie  w e te n s k a p  neem h ie r d ie  

r e l ig ie u s e "  o o r t u i g i n g s  o n d e r  meer d ie  g e d a a n te  va n  d ie  k o n t r o le o o r t u ig in g s  

aan. D ie  f e i t  d a t  g e lo w ig e  en o n g e lo w ig e  o p  h ie r d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  t e r r e i n e  to t  

d ie s e l fd e  bas iese  i n s ig te  kom, w o rd  d ik w e ls  v e r t o l k  asof ons e i n t l i k  met n 

n e u t r a le "  t e r r e i n  te  doen sou hé . D i t  sou dan  in h o u  d a t  n C h r i s t e l i k e  

b e n a d e r in g  sou moes bes taan  in d ie  b e w y s le w e r in g  van  "a a n to o n b a a r  

a n d e r s h e id " .  Soos reeds  h ie r b o  be toog  sou d ie  on us  n a t u u r l i k  in  d ie  ge va l  van 

so n a r g u m e n ta s ie  g o e d s k ik s  ook op  d ie  s k o u e rs  va n  d ie  k r i t i c i  va n  d ie  idee 

va n  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  gep laas  w o rd .

In  d ie  f in a le  in s ta n s ie  s taan h ie r  tw ee  g e lo o fs ta n d p u n te  te e n o o r  m e ka a r .  Die 

R e fo rm a to r ie s e  C h r i s t e n  gaan va n  d ie  v e r o n d e r s t e l l i n g  u i t  d a t  God S k e p p e r  en 

O n d e r h o u e r  is ;  d a t  s y  S o e w e re in i te i t  en o n d e r h o u d in g  va n  d ie  s k e p p in g  o n d e r  

meer d e u r  sy  w e t  en W oord g e s k ie d ;  d a t  d ie  ga nse  w e r k l i k h e i d  en d ie  mens 

d e u r  d ie  son d e va l  in  n va n  God a fv a l l i g e  r i g t i n g  g e s t u u r  is en en d a t  d ie  

r i g t i n g  van  ge hoo rsa a m h e id  aan d ie  e ise va n  d ie  wet  en d ie  W oord van  God slegs 

in en d e u r  d ie  s o e n v e rd ie n s te  va n  C h r i s t u s  m o o n t l i k  gemaak w o r d  (ook v i r  

d ie g e n e  w a t  d i t  n ie  as g e lo o f s v e r o n d e r s te l l i n g  a a n v a a r  n ie )  en d a t  d ie  

C h r i s t e n - w e t e n s k a p l i k e  v a n u i t  h ie r d ie  v e r t r e k p u n t  sy  w e te n s k a p l i k e  a r b e id  moet 

v e r r i g .  O n t d e k  h y  dan  in  d ie  p ro se s  d ie s e l fd e  s ta n d e  va n  sake as d ie  

o n g e lo w ig e ,  d ie n  d i t  t o t  d ie  b e v e s t ig in g  v a n  s y  o o r t u i g i n g  d a t  d ie  d e u r  God 

g e s k a p e  w e r k l i k h e i d  en d ie  w e t te  w a t  d a a r v o o r  g e ld ,  aan a l le  mense 

g e m e e n s k a p l ik  ( " c o m m o n " )  is ;  n ie  d a t  d a a r  'n  n e u t ra le  g e b ie d  sou wees, w at  

v i r  almal i d e n t ie k  is n ie .  D i t  is d ie  k o n s e k w e n s ie  van  d ie  b e ly d e n is  d a t  " . . .  

u i t  God en d e u r  God en t o t  God a l le  d in g e  i s "  (Rom 1 1 :3 6 ) .

T e e n o o r  h ie r d ie  v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g  s taan e g t e r  'n  s t a n d p u n t  (d ik w e ls  g e h u ld ig  

d e u r  sowel C h r i s t e n  as n i e - C h r i s t e n )  d a t  d ie  w e r k l i k h e i d  v i r  a l le  mense 

d ie s e l fd e  w e r k l i k h e i d  is ( in  d ie  s in  v a n  " n e u t r a a l " )  en d a t  d ie  o n u s  op  d ie  

s k o u e rs  va n  d ie  C h r i s t e n  ru s  om be w ys  te le w e r  d a t  sy  g e lo o f  in  God hom d ie  

w e r k l i k h e i d  a a n to o n b a a r  a n d e rs  laat s ien .  H ie rd ie  v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g  ( n e t  so n 

g e loo f  s t a n d p u n t  as d ie  v o r ig e )  gaan u i t  va n  n s o o r t  tw e e d e l in g  w a a r in  

r e l i g i e /g e lo o f / g o d s d ie n s  en d ie  w e r k l i k h e i d  waarm ee d ie  w e te n s k a p  te  make he t ,  

geen v e r b a n d  hou met m e ka a r  n ie .  Kom ons noem d i t  m aar  g e m a k l ik h e id s h a lw e  

d ie  ’ d u a l i s t ie s e ”  s t a n d p u n t .  D i t  is b y k a n s  v o o r - d i e - h a n d - l i g g e n d  d a t  so n 

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g  e e n v o u d ig  a n d e r  p ro b le m e  sal f o r m u le e r  met b e t r e k k i n g  to t
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die haalbaarheid al dan nie van C hris te like wetenskapsbeoefening. Miskien is 

h ierdie s te lling reeds die beste voorbeeld van die wyse waarop twee verskillende 

geloofstandpunte op 'n heel elementêre vlak "probleme versk illend formuleer en 

derhalwe ook anders te werk sal gaan met data-insameling, analise en 

in te rp re ta s ie ".

Tot sover my eie visie op die wyse waarop religieuse oortu ig ings in die 

wetenskap en daarmee ook in navorsingsbesluite deurw erk. Laat ons nou 

argumentsonthalwe aanvaar dat die eis wat Mouton stel met be trekk ing to t die 

aantoonbaarheid van die deurw erking van religieuse oortu ig ings op die vlak 

van probleemformulering, data-insameling, analise en in terpre tasie  gedoen moet 

word in terme van sy argumentasie oor die aard van religieuse oortu ig ings. 

Hier sou myns insiens bloot volstaan kon word met die k rite rium  wat deur 

W olterstorff (1984:111 e .v . )  aangelê word wanneer d it kom by die weeg van 

teorieë vanuit 'n C hris te like  perspektie f, naamlik daardie probleemstellings 

waardeur ge reg tighe id -in -vrede  (shalom) gedien word, is die tipe 

probleemstellings wat by u its tek deur die Christen in sy /haar teorievorm ing 

geformuleer en ondersoek behoort te word. Sou die n ie-Christen hierdie 

k rite rium  deel, dan bewys d it  nie die "onaantoonbaarheid" van die deurw erking 

van geloofsoortuigings nie (so 'n konklusie sou die resultaat wees van die 

deurw erking van die "dualistiese" standpunt in die probleem form ulering). Op 

'n heel elementére vlak sou die ste lling dat die religieuse oortu ig ings van die 

Christenwetenskaplike op die vlak van teorievorm ing deurw erk, ge ïllustreer 

kon word aan die hand van opvattinge oor v ryhe id  en verantwoordelikheid. 

Enige wetenskaplike (ook die n ie-C hris ten) wat in sy /haar wetenskaplike 

vooronderste llings uitgaan van die bestaan van menslike v ryhe id  en 

verantwoordelikheid, sou by voorbaat determ inistiese probleemstellings waarin 

menslike v ryhe id  en verantwoordelikheid ontken word, moes afwys. Hierdie 

u itdag ing w il ek egter nie ontloop word nie.

CHRISTELIKE (KONTROLE-) OORTUIGINGS EN PROBLEEMSTELLINGS 

Invloed op probleemstellings

Mouton se eis dat die "aantoonbaarheid” van die deurw erking van C hriste like 

oortu ig ings in die wetenskap gei'llustreer moet word op die vlak van sogenaamde 

"m iddelvlak teorieë" moet e rnstig  opgeneem word. As die voorbehoude (oor
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d ie  a b s t r a l ie r e n d e  a a rd  van d ie  w e te n s k a p ,  en d ie  f e i t  da t  d ie  onus  ne t  so seer 

op  d ie  o p p o n e n t  van d ie  " r e l i g i e - g e l a d e n h e id ' - t e s e  ru s  om sy s ta n d p u n t  te 

d e m o n s t re e r )  w a t  bo u i tg e s p re e k  is in g e d a g te  ge l io u  w o rd ,  kan d ie  v o lg e n d e  

v e r d e r e  m o o n t l i k h e d e  oo rw eeg  w o rd  as i l l u s t r a s ie s  va n  d ie  s te l  l in g  da t  re l ig ie u se  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  to t  op d ie  v la k  van  p ro b le e m s te l l i n g ,  e n s o v o o r t s .  d e u r w e r k .

In d ie  r e g s w e te n s k a p p e  is een van  d ie  b e la n g r ik e  p r o b le e m s te l l in g s  d ie  v ra a g  

w ie  d e u r  d ie  re g  as n re g s u b je k  ges ien  moet w o rd .  C h r i s t e l i k e  re g s b e s k o u in g e  

(en  hu m a n is t ie se  rp g s b e s k o u in g  in  n a v o lg in g  van d ie  C h r i s te n d o m !  s ien p r im e r  

d ie  mens ( i n d i v i d u ,  g ro e p e  en s a m e le w in g s v e rb a n d e )  as r e g s u b je k .  Die d ie r  

o f  p la n te  sou ho o g s te n s  as re g s o b je k te  ges ien  kon w o rd .  In d ie  H indoeïsme 

d a a re n te e n ,  w o rd  n koei as ’ n re g s u b je k  b e s k o u .  Die a a n v a a r d in g  van  en ige  

een va n  d ie  genoem de twee re l ig ie u s -b e p a a ld e  u i t g a n g s p u n t e ,  sal u i t  d ie  aa rd  

va n  d ie  saak v e r s k i l l e n d e  n a v o r s in g s t r a te g ie ë  to t  g e v o lg  he ( v e r g e l y k  P ienaa r,  

1985).

n V e r w a n te  a r g u m e n t  sou ten  o p s ig te  va n  d ie  s ta tu s  va n  d ie  fe t u s  in 

a rg u m e n ta s ie s  o o r  a b o rs ie  a a n g e v o e r  kon w o r d  ( v e r g e l y k  K roe ze ,  1989).  

V o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  aa ngaa nde  d ie  s ta tu s  van  d ie  fe tu s  ( b y v o o ib e e ld  as deel  van  

d ie  m o ede r ;  lew ende  mens b y  g e b o o r te  o f  reeds  b y  k o n se p s ie ;  lew ende  mens 

w a n n e e r  b re in g o lw e  g e r e g i s t r e e r  kan w o rd ,  e n s o v o o r t s )  sal i n g r y p e n d e  ge vo lg e  

hé v i r  d ie  t i p e  p r o b le e m s te l l i n g s ,  e n s o v o o r ts  w a t  as to e la a tb a a r  b e skou  sal 

w o r d .

M o u ton  sou e g t e r  kon a a n v o o r  d a t  h ie r d ie  t ip e  van  p ro b le e m s te l l in g s  

m o re le /e t ie s e  kw ess ies  behe ls  en om h ie r d ie  rede  n ie  as to e la a tb a re  vo o rb e e ld e  

v i r  d ie  saak o n d e r  d i s k u s s ie  a a n g e vo e r  kan w o rd  n ie .  Wat b e t r e f  sy  eis d a t  

d i t  a a n to o n b a a r  moet wees op d ie  v la k  van sogenaamde " m i d d e l v l a k t e o r i e ë " , net 

een o p m e r k in g ,  naam lik  d ie  a a n to o n b a a rh e id  al dan n ie ,  sal u i t e r a a r d  a fh a n k l i k  

wees van  d ie  w y s e  w a a ro p  d ie  p rob lee m  g e fo rm u le e r  was. A n d e rs  g e s te l ,  

w a n n e e r  " re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s "  g e d e f in ie e r  w o rd  soos M ou ton  d i t  d o e n . dan 

is d i t  n u i t e r s  m o e i l ike  op gaw e . Word e g te r  a a n va a r  d a t  h ie r d ie  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s  in d ie  w e te n s k a p  f i g u r e e r  op d ie  w yse  van d ie  w e te n s k a p " ,  dan 

v e r a n d e r  d i t  d ie  saak .  Tw ee sake w o rd  dan van  b e la n g .  E e rs te ns  moet wel 

d e e g l ik  r e k e n s k a p  gegee  w o rd  van d ie  meer o m v a t te n d e  f i lo so f ie se  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  w a a r d e u r  d ie  m idde l  v la k te o n e e  g e d ra  w o rd  en tw eedens  moet
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gesoek word na daardie vooronderstellings wat in hierdie meer omvattende 

teorieë die roi van absolute vooronderstellings speel.

Vervolgens word ko rtlik s  aandag geskenk aan Mouton se beskuldig inge dat my 

eie bydrae so mank gaan aan konseptuele helderheid en ander vaaghede dat 

d it n misplaaste verdedig ing van C hris te like wetenskapsbeoefening sou wees.

MISPLAASTE VERDEDIGING VAN CHRISTELIKE WETENSKAPSBEOEFENING?

Mouton beweer dat my bydrae " . . .  gebuk gaan onder konseptuele onhelderheid 

wat die moontlik impak daarvan ernstig  ko rtw iek". Die onhelderheid skyn, 

volgens Mouton, rondom twee vrae gegroepeer te wees, te wete:

Wat is grondslae-ondersoek?

Wat is die doe l/funksie  van grondslae-ondersoek?

"A rose by any other name . . .? "

Dat die grondslae nie veel anders is as die te rre in  van ondersoek van die 

wetenskapsfilosofie in die algemeen nie, is na tuu rlik  nie rede to t groot 
verbasing nie. D it was dan ook nie deur my aangedien asof d it n nuwe veld 

van ondersoek sou wees nie of iets sou wees wat slegs die prerogatie f van die 

Christen-w etenskaplike sou wees nie. Inteendeel. Op hierdie vlak vra alle 

vakwetenskaplikes positiw is, M arxis, Christen ensovoorts dieselfde basiese 

vrae, hoewel die antwoorde op die metavlak (grondslae-v lak) dikwels sterk 

uiteen loop. Die vraag na die grondslae van wetenskaplike teorieë is egter nie 

slegs wetenskapsfilosofies van aard nie, soos Mouton wil voorgee nie. Dit 

behels ook vooronderste llings wat te make het met die grondliggende 

antropologie, samelewingsleer, epistemologie, ontologie ensovoorts van die 

wetenskap. G rondslaevraagstukke s lu it dus, benewens wetenskapsfilosofiese 

kwessies, ook algemeen-filosofiese en vakfilosofiese vraagstukke in.

Maar d it  is na tuu rlik  nie die fokus van die argument van Mouton nie. Hy 

verk laa r dat hy (" in  die lig van sy k r it ie k  op Botha se gebru ik  van 

sleutelbegrippe "g root reserwes het oor die haalbaarheid van die

oogmerke van grondslae-ondersoek, naamlik die blootlegging van die 

onderliggende filosofiese sisteem van wetenskaplike teorieë". As hierdie
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g r o n d s la e -o n d e r s o e k  dan n ik s  a n d e rs  is as d ie  t e r r e i n  van  d ie  

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  n ie ,  dan is d ie  v ra a g  n a t u u r l i k  n e t  o f  d ie  eis van 

k o n s is te n s ie  n ie  va n  Mouton  v e r g  om toe  te  gee d a t  hy  d ie s e l fd e  " r e s e rw e "  oo r  

d ie  "h a a lb a a rh e id  van  g r o n d s la e - o n d e r s o e k "  ook ten  o p s ig te  van  d ie  

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  sou moes h u ld ig  n ie .  O f  w o rd  d ie  o o g m e rke  meer haa lbaa r 

as d i t  ’ n a n d e r  naam d ra?

T IP O L O G IE  V A N  V O O R O N D E R S T E LL IN G S

T e n  o p s ig te  va n  M o u ton  se v ra e  met b e t r e k k i n g  to t  d ie  a a rd  en fu n k s ie s  van 

v o o r o n d e r s t e l l i n g s  en s y  v o o rs te l  b e t r e f f e n d e  ’ n o p s te l  van  'n  t i p o lo g ie  van 

v o o r o n d e r s t e l l i n g s , h ie rm ee dan en ke le  v o o r lo p ig e  o p m e r k i n g s . 3

F u n k s ie s  v a n  v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s

Wat is d ie  o n d e r s k e id  tu sse n  d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  t ip e  f u n k s ie s  w at  d e u r  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  v e r v u l  w o rd ?  In  my a r t i k e l  maak ek  o n d e r  a n d e re  d ie  

o n d e r s k e id  tu s s e n  v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  wat  meer in h o u d e l ik  va n  a a rd  is t e r w y l  

a n d e r  w e e r  op  h u l l e  b e u r t  ’n k o n t r o le r e n d e  o f  " r e g u la t i e w e "  f u n k s i e  v e r v u l  en 

a r g u m e n te e r  dan  d a t  j u i s  h ie r d ie  r e g u la t ie w e  k a r a k t e r  van  d ie  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  d ie  t ip ie s e  w yse  is w a a ro p  w e te n s k a p l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s  re l ig ie u s  

f u n k s io n e e r .  H ie rd ie  o n d e rs k e id  sal v o o r t s  met b e h u lp  va n  e n k e le  voo rb e e ld e  

to e g e l ig  w o rd .

V o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  w a t  in d ie  w e te n s k a p  'n ro l  speel,  kan b y v o o rb e e ld  

w y s g e r i g ,  n a tu u r w e te n s k a p l i k  o f  " g o d s d ie n s t i g "  va n  a a rd  wees, ’ n O o r t u ig in g  

d a t  a l le  h is to r ie s e  g e b e u r te n is s e  d e u r  ekonomiese fa k t o r e  g e d e te rm in e e r  w o rd ,  

is 'n v o o r o n d e r s t e l l i n g  met 'n w y s g e r ig e  in h o u d .  'n S te l l in g  d a t  da a r  so iets 

soos e le k t r o n e ,  m o le ku les  o f  O e d ip u s -k o m p le k s e  be s taan ,  is 'n in h o u d e l ik e  

v o o r o n d e r s t e l l i n g  v a n  ( n a t u u r -  o f  g e e s te s - )  w e te n s k a p l i k e  a a rd  aangaande  d ie  

t ip e s  e n t i t e i t e  w a t  in  'n bepaa ld e  domein va n  o n d e is o e k  a a n g e t re f  sou kon w o rd .

D i t  is n o o d s a a k l ik  d a t  n vee l b r e ë r  t i p o lo g ie  u i t g e w e r k  w o rd .  Die leng te  

va n  d ie  h u id ig e  a r t i k e l  v e r h o e d  d a t  d i t  h ie r  reeds  b r e e d v o e r ig  gedoen kan 

w o r d .
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D i t  is e g te r  eers  w a n n e e r  d e r g e l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s  op 'n k o n t ro le r e n d e  w yse  

fu n k s io n e e r  d a t  h u l le  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  d ie  aa rd  van  " r e l i g i e u s e "  o o r t u ig in g s  

be g in  v e r v u l .  Die te rm  " r e l i g i e u s "  is nou g e v u l  met n in h o u d  w a t  a fw y k  van 

d ie  b e te k e n is  in d ie  gewone s p r e e k ta a l .  In d ie  s p re e k ta a l  w o rd  d ie  b e g r ip  

meestal in  v e r b a n d  g e b r in g  met t ip ie s  k e r k l i k - g o d s d ie n s t i g e  o f  sogenaamde 

" g e e s te l i k e "  sake - v a n d a a r  dan ook d ik w e ls  d ie  eis aan C h r is te n -w e te n s k a p l i k e s  

om "aan te  to o n ” hoe h ie r d ie  C h r i s t e l i k e / r e l i g ie u s e  kwess ies  in d ie  p r a k t y k  van 

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  d e u r w e r k .  M isk ien  kan d ie  v o lg e n d e  vo o rb e e ld  d ie  saak 

v e r h e l d e r .

T y d e n s  d e b a t  o o r  d ie  a a n v a a rb a a rh e id  van d ie  h e l io s e n t r ie s e  te o r ie  van 

K o p e r n ik u s ,  s taan d a a r  tw ee  s te l le  o o r t u ig in g s  ( v o o r lo p ig  o n g e s p e s i f is e e r )  

te e n o o r  m e kaa r :  Aan d ie  een k a n t  d ie  " k e r k l i k - g o d s d ie n s t i g e "  o o r t u ig in g s  van 

d ie  R oom s-K a to l ie ke  k e r k ,  w a t  u i tg aan  van d ie  o o r t u i g i n g  da t  d ie  aa rde  (v o lg e n s  

d ie  S k r i f )  d ie  m id d e lp u n t  van  d ie  heelal moet wees. ( I n  d ie  g a n g b a re  sp re e k ta a l  

sou ons w a a r s k y n l i k  h ie r d ie  t ip e  van o o r t u ig in g s  " r e l ig ie u s e "  o o r t u ig in g s  noem .)  

En aan d ie  a n d e r  k a n t  d ie  ’’w e te n s k a p l i k e "  o o r t u ig in g s  van d ie  v o o rs ta n d e rs  

van  d ie  h e l io s e n t r ie s e  te o r ie .  Op d ie  oog af w i l  d i t  du s  vo o rko m  asof ons h ie r  

met twee te e n o o rm e k a a rs ta a n d e  en m ekaar u i t s l u i t e n d e  s te l le  o o r t u ig in g s  te  make 

he t .  I n h o u d e l i k  is h ie r d ie  o o r t u ig in g s  v e r s k i l l e n d  ( k e r k l i k - g o d s d ie n s t i g  aan 

d ie  een k a n t  en w e te n s k a p l i k  aan d ie  a n d e r  k a n t ) ,  dog  d ie  w y s e  w aarop  hu l le  

in d ie  p roses  van  d ie  b e o e fe n in g  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p  fu n k s io n e e r  is d iese l fd e .  

Be ide  k o n t r o l e e r / r e g u l e e r  d ie  t ip e s  p r o b le e m s te l l in g s  w a t  d e u r  d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  

g ro e p e  as a a n v a a rb a a r  geag w o rd  en k o n t r o l e e r / r e g u le e r  ook d ie  t ip e  te o r ie  

w a t  as a a n v a a rb a a r  geag w o r d .  W anneer en ige  ste l  o o r t u ig in g s  (va n  w a t te r  

in h o u d e l ik e  a a rd  h u l le  ooka l mag wees) op h ie r d ie  w yse  fu n k s io n e e r ,  beskou  

ek h u l le  as re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s .  D i t  is heel w a a r s k y n l i k  d a t  d ie  v o o rs ta n d e rs  

van  be ide  te o r ie ë  C h r is te n e  was en d i t  b e s o n d e r  e r n s t i g  bedoel he t  met h u l le  

w e te n s k a p l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s .  To g  k ies  h u l le  v i r  v e r s k i l l e n d e  u i tg a n g s p u n t e  en ju is  

h ie r d ie  u i t g a n g s p u n t e  " r e g u l e e r "  h u l le  w e te n s k a p l i k e  g e d ra g .

In d ie  a lgemene w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  l i t e r a t u u r  w o rd  h ie r d ie  v e r s k y n s e l  

u i t v o e r ig  b e s p re e k .  ( V e r g e l y k  o n d e r  an d e re  C o l l in g w o o d ,  1940; 1945; T o u lm in ,  

1972) D i t  w o rd  e g te r  n ie  r e l ig ie u s "  genoem n ie .  Ook B ro w n  (1975 en 1979) 

a r g u m e n te e r  d a t  d a a r  in d ie  w e te n s k a p  "pa ra d ig m a t ic  p r o p o s i t io n s "  bes taan ,  

w a t  v e r s k a n s te  p ro p o s is ie s  is en w at  d ik w e ls  in 'n bepaa lde  era ’n le idende  rol 

s p e e l . N a v o r s in g s p r o je k te  w o rd  o n d e r  le id in g  van h ie r d ie  b e g in se ls  g e fo rm u le e r
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en al le o b s e rv a s ie  v in d  in te rm e  van  h ie r d ie  p ro p o s is ie s  p laas .  W ord  d ie  in h o u d  

van d ie  p ro p o s is ie s  van  n a d e rb y  b e k y k ,  dan b l y k  d i t  d a t  h u l le  d ik w e ls  alles 

beha lw e  " re l i g i e u s e "  ( in  d ie  s p re e k ta a l  s in  van  d ie  w o o r d )  sake b e v a t .  

W e te n s k a p l ik e  te o r ie ë  w at  o n d e r  d ie  k o n t ro le  van  d e rg e l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s  o n tw ik k e l  

w o rd ,  he t  te  make met p o g in g s  om bepaa lde  re ë l -  en w e tm a t ig h e d e  k e n m e rke n d  

van d ie  v e r s k y n s e ls  o n d e r  b e s tu d e r in g  te  p r o b e e r  b e s k r y f ,  v e r k la a r  of 

i n t e r p r e t e e r .  Die te o r ie ë  he t  du s  te  make met d ie  w e t te  w at  d e u r  d ie  w e te n s k a p  

o n d e rs o e k  w o rd  en d ie  t i p e  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g e  of k o n t r o le - o o r t u ig in g e  wat 

w e te n s k a p l i k e  te o r ie v o r m in g  re g u le e r  hou meestal v e r b a n d  met h ie rd ie  

w e tm a t ig h e d e .  Daarom dan ook da t  iemand soos D ooye w eerd  van  m e n ing  was 

d a t  d ie  b e g r ip s v o r m in g  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  d e u r  n g r o n d m o t ie f  en g ro n d id e e  

of w e ts id e e  g e re g u le e r  w o rd .

Teorieë en grondslae en grondslae van teorieë

Mouton  se k r i t i e s e  o p m e rk in g s  met b e t r e k k i n g  t o t  my f o r m u le r i n g  van  d ie  

p ro b le e m  van  g ro n d s la e  va n  'n  te o r ie  en e m p ir ie se  p r o s e d u r e ,  he t  twee fa s e t te .  

E e rs te n s  v in d  h y  d i t  v e r w a r r e n d  d a t  g e l y k e r t y d  van  g r o n d s la e  g e p ra a t  w o rd  

as d ie  ve rs a m e l in g  v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  va n  'n  te o r ie  sowel as d ie  s te l  te o r ie ë  d e u r  

m idde l  w aa rvan  d ie  e m p ir ie se  n a v o r s in g s p r o s e d u r e  o n t w e r p ,  u i t g e v o e r  en 

g e i n t e r p r e t e e r  w o r d .  In  sy  k r i t i e s e  v r a a g  v r a  h y  o f  d i t  n ie  b e te r  sou wees om 

in d ie  laasgenoemde ge va l  va n  te o r ie ë  as d ie  g ro n d s la e  va n  n a v o r s i n g s p r a k t y k  

te  p r a a t  n ie .  Laasgenoem de is n t a a l k u n d ig - s t i l i s t i e s e  o p m e r k in g  en v e r g  m yns  

ins ien s  geen kom m en taa r  n ie .  Maar d ie  ee rsgenoem de " v e r w a r r i n g "  v e r g  wel 

kom m en taa r .  Tw e eden s  meen M ou ton  d a t  d i t  o n d u id e l i k  is hoe h ie r d ie  te o r ie ë  

i n t e r p r e t a s ie  m o o n t l i k  maak en w a t  p re s ie s  met d ie  te o re t ie s e  a a rd  va n  d ie  

g r o n d s la e  van d ie  w e te n s k a p  bedoel  w o rd .

Die e n ig s te  rede  waarom d a a r  n ie  g e l y k t y d i g  van  d ie  g r o n d s la e  van  te o r ie ë  en 

va n  s te l le  te o r ie  as g r o n d s la e "  g e p ra a t  kan w o rd  n ie ,  is w a n n e e r  b y  v o o rb a a t  

a a n v a a r  w o rd  d a t  d ie  b e g r ip  te o r ie  ne t in  een, o n g e n u a n s e e rd e  b e te k e n is  

g e b r u i k  kan w o rd  - soos M outon  d i t  doen .  Hy im p le m en tee r  n b e s o n d e r  r ig ie d e  

f o r m u le r i n g  van d ie  a a rd  van  te o r ie ë ;  een w at w a a r s k y n l i k  p r im e r  b e t r e k k i n g  

he t  op e e rs te  o r d e  t e o r e t i s e r i n g . Maar d i t  is tog  o n w a a r s k y n l i k  d a t  d ie  b e g r ip  

s legs  in  h ie r d ie  e e n d u id ig e  b e te k e n is  g e b r u i k  mag w o rd  of in d ie  l i t e r a t u u r  

g e b r u i k  w o rd .  n Baie v l u g t i g e  en o p p e r v l a k k i g e  b l i k  in n paar  

s ta n d a a rd w e r k e  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  b r i n g  al sp o e d ig  aan d ie  l ig  d a t  d ie
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b e g r ip  ' t e o re t ie s "  d ik w e ls  ook v i r  d ie  sogenaamde tw eede  o r d e  a k t i w i t e i t  g e b r u i k  

w o r d  en d a a r  dan d ie  be te ke n is  d r a  van  " t e o r e t i s e r i n g " / f i l o s o f e r i n g  o o r  te o r ie ë .  

My eie in k le d in g  van  d ie  b e g r ip  " t e o r e t ie s "  in  n a v o lg in g  va n  B u n g e  (1 9 6 7 :1 ) ,  

lë ta a m l ik  d ig  in  d ie  b u u r t  van  P opp e r  (1968 :59 ) se d e f i n ië r i n g  van  te o r ie ë ,  

w a n n e e r  h y  d i t  b in n e  d ie  k o n te k s  van  d ie  " lo g ic  o f  s c ie n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r y "  

b e s p re e k .  W a a r s k y n l i k  he t  ons h ie r  d u s  bo w end ien  te  make met n kw ess ie  van  

p e rs o o n h k e  v o o r k e u r  v i r  bepaa lde  o m s k ry w in g e  in n a v o lg in g  van  n eie se leks ie  

van  w e te n s k a p l i k e  o f  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  l i t e r a t u u r .  U i te ra a rd  d ien  so 'n 

a r g u m e n t  met n be roep  op "d ie  a lgemene g e b r u i k  in d ie  l i t e r a t u u r "  o f  my 

v e r w e e r  d e u r  d ie  be roep  op a n d e r  a lgemene g e b r u i k e  geen w e r k l i k e  doel  in d ie  

d is k u s s ie  n ie .  Die saak w a a ro o r  d i t  gaan moet b e re d e n e e r  w o rd  en d i t  kan 

m oe i l ik  gedoen w o r d ,  omdat Mouton  h ie r  met w e te n s k a p l ik e  " v l i e ë v a n g e r y " bes ig  

was en nie met i n d r i n g e n d e  w e te n s k a p l ik e  d is k u s s ie  n ie .

" W e l ta n s c h a u u n g "  en in g e b e d d e  on to lo g ie

Mouton  is van  m e n ing  d a t  d ie  o n h e ld e rh e id  met b e t r e k k i n g  to t  d ie  ro l  van 

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  w a t  hy  be w e e r  in d ie  a rg u m e n ta s ie  o o r  g ro n d s la e  v o o rko m ,  

ook v o o r t g e s i t  w o rd  in my w ee rgaw e  van Wisdom (1 9 8 7 )11 se v is ie  op  d ie  

o n d e r l i n g e  v e r h o u d in g  tu s s e n  d ie  em p ir iese  in h o u d ,  in g e b e d d e  o n to lo g ie  en d ie  

" W e l ta n s c h a u u n g "  va n  n te o r ie .  My w eergaw e  van  Wisdom se v is ie  w o rd  d e u r  

M outon  ta a m l ik  v e r k n i p  w ee rgeg ee .  Die s in n e t j ie  w a t  M ou ton  s i t e e r ,  s taan aan 

d ie  e inde  van  n la n g e r  u i te e n s e t t in g  van  Wisdom se g e d a g te g a n g  en w o rd  d e u r  

my eie kom m entaar  ge vo lg  o o r  d ie  o n d u id e l ik h e id  van  e lem ente va n  Wisdom se 

a rg u m e n t .  Hoe d i t  dan m o o n t l ik  is om d ie  v e r d u i d e l i k i n g  van  " v a a g h e id  " te  

b e s k u ld ig ,  is m oe i l ik  om te  v o lg !  Mouton v o lg  h ie r  w e e r  d ie s e l fd e  s t y l  van  

k r i t i e k  as in v o r ig e  a fd e l in g s .  H y v u l  d ie  b e g r ip  "W e l ta n s c h a u u n g "  met sy  eie 

b e te k e n is in h o u d  ( 'n  o m v a t te n d e  w e re ld b e s k o u in g  o f  m e ta te o r ie )  en eis dan d a t  

h ie r d ie  o p v a t t i n g  to e p a s b a a r  moet wees op n " t ip ie s e  m id d e lv la k  te o r ie  in d ie  

sos ia le  w e te n s k a p p e ,  soos k o g n i t ie w e  d isso n a n s ie  o f  s kem a teo r ie  in d ie  

k o g n i t ie w e  s ie lk u n d e  o f  v e r w y s in g s te o r i e  in d ie  sos io log ie  Dan v o lg  n

heel v re e m d e  s p r o n g  in d ie  a r g u m e n t .  Mouton  e r k e n  d a t  n te o r ie  soos

‘  Ek v e r v a n g  d ie  v e r w y s in g s  na Wisdom, 1972/73 in d ie  o o r s p r o n k l i k e  

h o o fs tu k  w aa rna  in d ie  d is k u s s ie  v e r w y s  w o rd ,  met Wisdom, 1987.
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k o g n i t ie w e  d isso n a n s ie  'n bepaa lde  ste l  domeinaannames ( in  G o u ld n e r  se s in )  

h e t  en da t  se ke re  m e todo log iese  v o o r k e u r e  met d ie  to e p a s s in g  van  d ie  te o r ie  

g e assos iee r  is ,  "m a a r  om h ie r d ie  r e la t ie f  laev la k  aannames g e ly k  te  s te l  met 

w e r e ld b e s k o u l i k e  v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s ,  g e tu ig  g lad  n ie " .

U i t  h ie r d ie  a rg u m e n ta s ie  is d i t  d u id e l i k  da t  Mouton  se l f  a r g u m e n ts o n th a lw e  d ie  

g e ly k s t e l l i n g  d o e n . Wat h ie r  wel g e b e u r  is naam l ik  d a t  M ou ton  d ie  a rg u m e n ta s ie  

v e r w e r p  va n  Wisdom en B o tha  ala W isdom, d ie  b e g r ip  W e l ta n s c h a u u n g  met sy 

e ie  in h o u d  v u l ;  d i t  dan  toepas op  d ie  idee van  "do m e in aann am e s " ,  d ie  

domeinaannames v e r k la a r  t o t  " la e v la k a a n n a m e s "  en dan to t  d ie  g e v o lg t r e k k i n g  

kom d a t  h ie r d ie  r e la t ie f  laev la k  aannames n ie  g e ly k  ge s te l  kan w o rd  met 

w e r e ld b e s k o u l i k e  v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  n ie !  D i t  mag k o n s is t e n t  wees op  g r o n d  

va n  sy  eie te r m in o lo g ie ,  maar ra a k  o n g e lu k k ig  nie d ie  a rg u m e n ta s ie  w at in d ie  

a r t i k e l  vo o rk o m  n ie .  Die rede  is e e n v o u d ig .  D i t  was n ie  my be toog  n ie  en ook 

n ie  d ie  van  Wisdom n ie .  H ie rd ie  v o r m  v a n  t r a n s e n d e n te  k r i t i e k ,  is nie 

b e v o r d e r l i k  v i r  kom m un ika s ie  in d ie  d is k u s s ie  nie.

D ie  saak w a a ro o r  d i t  in h ie r d ie  a fd e l in g  gaan ,  is d ie  v ra a g  in  h o e v e r re  

w e te n s k a p l i k e  te o r ie ë  d ie  d r a e r s  is v a n ,  o f  d ie  u i t d r u k k i n g  is va n  'n  bepaa lde  

w é r e ld e s b e s k o u in g .  By d ie  p ro b le e m  is in b e g re p e  d ie  v ra a g  hoe 'n 

" w é r e ld b e s k o u in g "  d a a r  u i t s ie n  w a n n e e r  d i t  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p  f i g u r e e r .  Wat 

M ou ton  se k r i t i e k  laa t  b l y k ,  is d ie  fe i t  d a t  d ie  b e g r ip  en saak op  v e r s k i l l e n d e  

m a n ie re  i n t e r p r e t e e r b a a r  is .  My eie b e ro e p  op  Wisdom se v is ie  moes in my 

a r g u m e n ta s ie  geen a n d e r  doel d ie n  as om aan te  toon d a t  d ie  g e d a g te  d a t  

w e te n s k a p l i k e  te o r ie ë  'n w é r e ld b e s k o u l i k e  e lem ent h e r b e r g  n ie .  Dat d a a r  e g te r  

o o r  d ie  aa rd  van  h ie r d ie  e lem ent d u id e l i k  m e n in g s v e r s k i l l e  b e s ta a n ,  he t  ek nie 

b e s p re e k  n ie .  D i t  is ’ n saak w a t  na d e re  o n d e rs o e k  v e r g .  M outon  im p le m en tee r  

se l f  d ie  b e g r i p  vee l  d i g t e r  in d ie  b u u r t  van  Laudan  (1977: 7 9 ,8 0 ) .

TRANSENDENTE, RETORIESE EN ONBILLIKE KRITIEK?

H ie rb o  is reeds  e n k e le  o p m e rk in g s  o o r  d ie  s t y l ,  vo rm  en in h o u d  van  Mouton 

se w y s e  van  k r i t i e k l e w e r i n g  gem aak. Ten s lo t te  nog en ke le  o p m e rk in g s  d a a ro o r .

M o u ton  is b e re id  om al d a d e l i k  na sy  a a n v a n k l i k e  k r i t i e s e  s te l l i n g s ,  toe te gee 

d a t  sy  k r i t i e k  op d ie  b y d ra e s  w a a r in  d ie  C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  v e r a n tw o o rd  

w o r d ,  " o n re d e l i k "  is en h y  toon dan se l fs  aan waarom sy  k r i t i e k  o n re d e l i k  is.
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Sy k r i t i e k  w o r d  dan v e r v o lg e n s  s k e r p e r  to e g e s p i t s  op  'n  saak w a a ro o r  d ie  

n a v o rs e r s ,  v o lg e n s  horn in H o o fs tu k  5 d i t  eens is ,  na am l ik :

" . . .  d a t  'n  C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  op  p a rad ig m as  in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e ,  

o n d e r  m eer  sal w y s  op  d ie  ro l  van  v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  en g ro n d s la e  in  d ie  

w e te n s k a p ,  k r i t i e s  sal wees teen en ig e  v o r m  va n  d ie  sogenaamde 

n e u t r a l i t e i t s p o s t u la a t ,  d ie  k lem sal p laas op d ie  v e r h o u d in g  van  mens to t  

God in d ie  w e te n s k a p ,  e n s o v o o r t s " .

T e n  o p s ig te  v a n  h ie r d ie  saa k ,  w a a ro o r  d a a r  v o lg e n s  M o u ton ,  b y  d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  

n a v o rs e r s  ee ns tem m ighe id  b e s ta a n ,  s te l  h y  dan se ke re  k r i t i e s e  v ra e :

1 . Hoe v e r a n tw o o r d b a a r  is h ie r d ie  i n t e r p r e ta s ie  van  " C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f " ?  

Aan h ie r d ie  v ra a g  voeg h y  dan 'n  aanta l  a n d e r  v ra e  toe :

2. "H ou  d i t  r e k e n in g  met v e r s k i l l e  t u s s e n  d ie  n a t u u r -  en g e e s te s w e te n s k a p p e ,  

tu sse n  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e ,  a n t ro p o lo g ie s e  en m etodo log iese  

o n d e r s k e id in g s  en - se l fs  nog meer b e la n g r i k  - hou d i t  re k e n in g  met d ie  

p r a k t y k  va n  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g ? "

3 .  "W eersp ieë l  'n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t i e f  n no rm a t ie w e ,  b e s k ry w e n d e  of 

t r a n s e n d e n ta le  b e n a d e r in g  t o t  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g ? "

4. "In hoe n mate w o rd  re se n te  w e te n s k a p s te o re t ie s e  b e n a d e r in g s  . . .  

v e r d i s k o n t e e r  w a n n e e r  o o r  h ie r d ie  o n d e rw e rp  g e s k r y f  w o rd ?  A n d e rs  g e s te l ,  

in hoe 'n  mate gee d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  o u te u r s  in  h ie r d ie  h o o fs tu k  b l y k e  

d a a rv a n  d a t  h u l  op  h o og te  is van  d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  p ro b le m a t ie k  

w a t  h u l le  p ro b le e m s te l l i n g  o n d e r lé ? "

D ie v ra e  is n a t u u r l i k  re to r ie s  en ,  soos d ie  s k r y w e r  se l f  te r e g  së, " o n b i l l i k " ,  

w a n t  h y  he t  re eds  toegegee  d a t  d ie  k o r t  h o o f s t u k - b y d r a e s  o n m o o n t l i k  a l le  sake 

w a t  n o o d s a a k l i k e rw y s  t e r  s p r a k e  b e h o o r t  te  kom, aan d ie  o r d e  kon ges te l  he t .  

As " k r i t i e k '  kan h ie r d ie  v r a e  du s  n ie  d ie n s  doen n ie ,  ho o g s te n s  as in te re s s a n te  

v o o rs te l le  v i r  v e r d e r e  o n d e rs o e k  d e u r  d ie  b e t r o k k e  o u te u r s .  As sodan ig  b e h o o r t  

d i t  dan  ook d e u r  d ie  o u te u r s  e r n s t i g  opgeneem te  w o rd ;  as " k r i t i e k "  e g te r  n ie .
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Die mees o p v a l le n d e  t r e k  van  sy k r i t i e k  is e g te r  d ie  t ra n s e n d e n te  k a r a k te r  

d a a rv a n .  H y v u l  d ie  te rm e  en sake w a a ro o r  hy  s k r y f  met sy  eie in h o u d  en toon 

dan aan d a t  d ie  s ta n d p o in t  van  d ie  b e t r o k k e  o u te u r  nie h o u d b a a r  is n ie .  Wat 

sy k r i t i e k  op my eie b y d r a e  b e t r e f ,  v e r w y s  ek l i i e r  na o r id e r  meer d ie  vo lg e n d e  

sake;

• Die o p v a t t i n g  van d ie  ' r e l i g ie u s -b e p a a ld e  a a rd  van  w e te n s k a p l i k e  w e rk .

• Die o m s k r y w in g  van d ie  aa rd  van  g ro n d s la e  van  d ie  w e te n s k a p  as 

" t e o r e t i e s " .

• Die o m s k r y w in g  van  " w e r e l d b e s k o u in g " .

In sy  k r i t i e k  is Mouton v i r  n g r o o t  deel  met 11 a l le e n s p ra a k  b e s ig .  In h ie rd ie  

a l le e n s p ra a k  f o r m u le e r  hy k r i t i e k  w a t  h y  al d a d e l ik  se l f  moet toegee , o n b i l l i k  

is ; s k r y f  h y  n s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  o o r  d ie  a a rd  van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  

aari a l le  m e d e w e rk e rs  in d ie  bo ek ie  toe , s o n d e r  da t  hy  e r k e n  da t  h ie rd ie  

u i t g a n g s p u n t  d e u r  v e r s k i l l e n d e  m e d e rw e rk e r s  te lk e n s  a n d e rs  v e r a n tw o o r d  en 

in g e k le e  w o rd .  V e r v o lg e n s  t r i v i a l i s e e r  hy  h ie r d ie  o p v a t t i n g  ne t om tog  

u i t e in d e l i k  se l f  toe te gee d a t  d ie  bas iese p rem isse  tog  op n se ke re  v la k  wel 

h o u d b a a r  is . Wat d ie  i n h o u d e l ik e  van  d ie  k r i t i e k  b e t r e f ,  sou d ie  saak w a a ro o r  

d i t  gaan b e te r  ge d ien  gewees he t  in d ie n  M ou ton  se k r i t i e k  n ie  b y  v o o rb a a t  g e v u l  

was met sy  eie v is ie  op sake n ie ,  maar l ie w e r  in d r i n g e n d e  immanen te k r i t i e k  

g e le w e r  h e t .  M isk ie n  is d i t  te  vee l  g e v r a  in  d ie  l ig  van  d ie  a a rd  en om vang  

va n  d ie  b y d ia e s  to t  d ie  b o e k ie .  Maar dan sou d ie  b e g re n s d e  a a rd  en om vang  

va n  d ie  bo e k ie  d ie  k n t i k u s  ook t o t  v e r s i g t i g e r  k r i t i e k  moes ge noop  h e t .  Dat 

d a a r  in  h ie r d ie  d is k u s s ie  nog h e e lw a t  sake  o n a a n g e ra a k  en on opge los  g e b ly  

h e t ,  s p r e e k  b y k a n s  v a n s e l f .  Een d a a rv a n  is d ie  t ip o lo g ie  van  

v o o r o n d e r s te l l i n g s  w aa ro p  M o u ton  g e w y s  h e t  M o o n t l i k  sou ons d ie  d is k u s s ie  

o o r  d ie  genoem de sake b in n e  d ie  k a d e r  va n  n g e s p re k  o o r  h ie r d ie  o n d e r w e r p  

v e r d e r  kon v o o r t s i t ?
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PROTESTEER DIE DAME NIE TE VEEL NIE?

Jo h a n n  Mouton

S enm et,  RGN, P r i v a a t s a k  X270, P re to r ia ,  0001

In n u i t v o e r ig e  re p l ie k  op my resens ie  van " Parad ignuts  in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e :  

n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t i e f "  be w e e r  E la ine  B o tha  da t my k r i t i e k  misplaas is.

Kom ons k y k  w a t  ek gese he t ,  wat  B o tha  be w e e r  ek gese he t en waarom sy

meen d a t  wat  ek gese he t  d ie  te ik e n  mis.

(1 )  My e e rs te  a a n s p ra a k ,  was da t  " te e n  d ie  a g t e r g r o n d  van  d ie  s u b t i t e l  van 

d ie  p u b l i k a s ie ,  naam lik  " ' n  C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t i e f ’ d ie  lese r  (so u )  v e rw a g  

d a t  d ie  o u te u r s  van  d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  h o o f s tu k k e  sou aantoon hoe sodan ige  

C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  op d ie  r o l / f u n k s i e  aa rd  van p a rad ig m as  in d ie  

b e t r o k k e  w e te n s k a p l i k e  d is s ip l in e s  d a a r  u i t s ie n  . b o th a  gee my toe da t  

d i t  n leemte  in  d;e boek  is, maar kan n ie  n<tlaat oin tog  b y  te vueg :  Die 

v ra a g  is e g te r  h o e v e r r e  d i t  b i l l i k  is om e lke  b y d r a e  in h ie r d ie  w e rk  p r im ê r  

v a n u i t  d ie  p e r s p e k t ie f  van  d ie  s u b t i t e l  te  b e o o rd e e l . ’ Gesien d ie  fe i t  da t 

d a a r  geen v e r d u id e l i k e n d e  v o o rw o o r d  to t  d ie  p u b l i k a s ie  is ri ie ( n p u n t  

w at  B o tha  ook e r k e n  o n a a n v a a rb a a r  i s ) ,  is d i t  n ie  v i r  my d u id e l i k  d a t  n 

r e s e n s e n t  n a n d e r  keuse he t  as om d ie  t i t e l  en d ie  s u b t i t e l  e r n s t i g  te neem 

n ie !

(2 )  My tw ee de  p u n t  van  k r i t i e k  was d a t  d ie  b y d ra e s  in H o o f s tu k  5 n ie  d ie  lese r  

h e lp  om te  v e r s ta a n  w a t  n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p p e  

behe ls  me . En voeg  ek b y  - ie tw a t  i ro n ie s  (w a t  B o tha  k l a a r b l y k l i k  nie 

in g e s ie n  he t  n ie )  - d a t  h ie r d ie  k r i t i e k  " n a t u u r l i k  o n r e d e l i k "  is en ek 

v e r s k a f  tw ee  redes  waarom d i t  e i n t l i k  o n re d e l i k  is . B o tha  se v ra a g  of 

h ie r d ie  p u n t  va n  k r i t i e k  n ie  " o n b i l l i k "  is n ie ,  is du s  reeds  in my resens ie  

a a n g e s p re e k .  Beha lwe  d a t  d i t  o n r e d e l i k  is om so n v e r d u i d e l i k i n g  van

n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  in  d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  d is s ip l in e s  te 

v e r w a g  ge s ie n  d ie  fo rm a a t  va n  d ie  p u b l i k a s ie ,  se ek (en  d i t  he t ek as die 

b e la n g r i k e r  p u n t  a a n g e d u i ) ,  d a t  d i t  e i n t l i k  o n r e d e l i k  is om dat sodan ige  

v e r d u i d e l i k i n g  s legs  teen d ie  a g t e r g r o n d  van  'n w e te n s k a p s f  i loso f iese  

ra a m w e rk  gedoen  kan w o r d .  Om h ie r d ie  rede  he t ek my v e r d e r  g ro te n d e e ls

b y  d ie  tw ee  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  b y d ra e s  van  B o tha  en D u ve n a g e  bepaa l .
K oers  54 (3 )  1989
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En d i t  is nie o n re d e l i k  om te  v e rw a g  d a t  h ie r d ie  b y d ra e s  n mens sal he lp  

om te  v e rs ta a n  w a t  'n C h r i s t e l i k e  p e r s p e k t ie f  in d ie  w e te n s k a p p e  wel behels  

me .

Die o p m e rk in g s  to t  d u s v e r  was b y  w yse  van i n le id in g .  Ek wend  my 

v e r v o lg e n s  t o t  tw ee  sake w at  m yns  ins iens  d ie  k e r n  van  d ie  g e s p re k  

u i tm a a k .

(3 )  Met v e r w y s in g  na Botha  se a r t i k e l ,  maak en v e r v o lg e n s  d ie  s te l l i n g :  " . . .  

a lhoewel d i t  in te re s s a n te  sake aan d ie  o rd e  s te l ,  (gaan  d i t )  myns ins iens 

g e b u k  aan ko n sp e tu e le  o n h e ld e rh e id  w at d ie  m o o n t l i k  impak d a a rva n  

e r n s t i g  k o r tw ie k .

(4 )  In my b e s p r e k in g  van D u ven age  se a r t i k e l  be w e e r  ek da t  hy  "d ie  

s ta n d a a r d o p v a t t in g  o o r  C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  ( v e r d e d i g ) " .  Ek v o e r  

v e r d e r  aan da t  d a a r  twee basiese p rob lem e met d ie  h ie r d ie  o p v a t t i n g  is:

[1 ]  Dat d ie  basiese u i tg a n g s p u n t  van d ie  s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g ,  naarnl ik 

d a t  alle m ens l ike  h a n d e l in g e  d e u r  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  g e r i g  en g e s tu u r  

w o r d " ,  so algemeen en a b s t ra k  is d a t  d i t  n ik s s e g g e n d  is , en

[2 ]  d a t  d ie  b e g r ip p e  " r i g "  en " s t u u r "  vaag is.

A ang es ien  B otha  in h a a r  re p l ie k  be g in  met n b e s p r e k in g  van  ( 4 ) ,  re agee r  ek 

ee rs  daa i 'op .  Wat is Botha  se re aks ie :

( i )  Op b la d s y  4 b e v ra a g te k e n  sy  o f  d a a r  iets  soos "d ie  s ta n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  

van C h r i s t e l i k e  w e te n s k a p  ( v o o r ta a n  CW) is.

My o p m e rk in g s  o o r  "d ie  s ta n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g  van  CW" is gedoen b in n e  d ie  

k o n te k s  van  my b e s p r e k in g  van D u ve n a g e  se h o o fs tu k  en moet n a t u u r l i k  

in d ie  e e rs te  p le k  in d ie  l ig  h ie r v a n  g e ïn te r p r e te e r  w o rd .  In my resens ie  

haal ek  o n d e r  a n d e re  D u ve n a g e  aan as hy  s k r y f  " D i t  gaan h ie r  o o r  die 

v ra a g  hoe h ie r d ie  g r o n d s la e /p e r s p e k t ie w e  ( C h r i s t e l i k e  p e rs p e k t ie w e  ten 

o p s ig te  van d ie  w e r k l i k h e id  en d ie  mens) inge bou  moet w o rd  sodat d a a r  

aan d ie  k r i t e r i a  van w e te n s k a p l i k h e id  vo ldoen  kan w o rd  en w a t te r  rol 

sod an ige  p e rs p e k t ie w e  spe e l? " .  Op v e r s k e ie  w yses  he rhaa l  D uven age  (en

383



ook a n d e r  b y d ra e s  t o t  d ie  b o ek )  wat  ek  g e t ip e e r  he t  as d ie  

s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van d ie  CW, naamlik  d a t  d ie  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  

van  d ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  sy o f  h a a r  w e te n s k a p l ik e  b e s lu i t e / h a n d e l e / p r a k t y k e  

r i g  en s t u u r .  Is B otha  e r n s t i g  as sy be w e e r  d a t  h ie r d ie  f o r m u le r i n g  (o f  

e n ig e  s o o r t g e ly k e  f o r m u le r i n g )  nie t i p ie s  is van d ie  ideaal  van  CW in d ie  

p u b l i k a s ie  o f  se l fs  in d ie  w e rk e  van D o o ye w e e rd ,  S to k e r ,  T a l ja a rd ,  

e n s o v o o r ts  nie? Ek was van  m e n ing  d a t  wat ek as d ie  " s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  

g e t ip e e r  h e t ,  d ie  a b s o lu te  m in im um van n CW u i tm a a k .  D i t  is dus  n ie  t e r  

sake o f  B o tha  of D u ve n a g e  o f  H a r t  o f  wie ooka l h ie ro p  u i t g e b r e i  en g e w y s ig  

he t n ie .  Die v ra a g  is :  o n tk e n  Botha d a t  d i t  in d ie  t r a d i s ie  van d ie  CW 

gegaan  he t  d a a r in  om aan te  toon d a t  n w e te n s k a p l i k e  se re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u ig in g s  s y  o f  h a a r  w e te n s k a p l i k e  b e s lu i te  o f  p r a k t y k  r i g  o f  s tu u r?  

Die s t a n d p u n t  wat B o tha  l a te r  in  haar  re p l ie k  v e r d e d ig ,  is myns ins iens  

in  e lke  ge va l  n v a r ia s ie  op h ie r d ie  o p v a t t i n g .

( i i )  Tw eedens  be w e e r  B o tha  d a t  d ie  s i l log ism e , w a a r in  ek h ie r d ie  o p v a t t i n g  

saam geva t  h e t ,  o n g e ld ig  is . Die te e n s i l lo g ism e '  w at  sy fo r m u le e r ,  be w ys  

e g te r  p re s ie s  d ie  p u n t  w a t  ek wou maak!

Die tw ee de  p re m is s e  van  B o tha  se s i l log ism e (O p v o e d in g  van k in d e rs  to t  

v e r a n tw o o r d e l i k e  m o to r b e s tu u r d e r s  is n [ s p e s i f ie k e ,  k o n k r e te ]  

o p v o e d k u n d ig e  h a n d e l in g )  is k e n n e l ik  va ls .  O p v o e d in g  van  k in d e rs  to t  

v e r a n tw o o r d e l i k e  m o t o r b e s t u u r d e r '  is ju i s  nie n s p e s i f ie k e ,  k o n k r e te  

h a n d e l in g "  n ie .  As ek  aan my seun d ie  raad gee: " J y  b e h o o r t  b y  11 rooi 

v e r k e e r s l i g  te  s t o p " ,  is d i t  n k o n k r e te  en s p e s i f ie k e  m e n s l ike  h a n d e l in g .

K o n k r e e t "  en s p e s i f ie k "  im p l ise e r  tog  d u id e l i k  da t  d ie  h a n d e l in g  

t y d - r u i m t e l i k  g e s p e s i f i s e e r  moet w o rd .

M aar d ie  s i l lo g ism e  in gehee l  is gewoon o n g e ld ig  om dat B o tha  in p rem isse  

1 p r a a t  van  " A l le  o p v o e d k u n d ig e  h a n d e l in g e  . . " maar in  p rem isse  2 van 

" . . .  Cn s p e s i f ie k e ,  k o n k r e t e )  o p v o e d k u n d ig e  h a n d e l i n g " .  Ten e ind e  d i t  

n g e ld ig e  a r g u m e n t  te  maak, sou d ie  e e rs te  p re m isse  moes lees: A l le  

s p e s i f ie k e ,  k o n k r e t e  o p v o e d k u n d ig e  h a n d e l in g e  . . .  En d i t  is ju is  d ie  

a a n v a a r b a a rh e id  va n  so n f o r m u le r i n g  w a a ro o r  d ie  a rg u m e n t  hande l .

( i i i )  D a a r  is e g t e r  ook v o lg e n s  B o tha  n a n d e r  re de  w aarom  my s i l log ism e 

o n g e ld ig  is en d i t  is om dat "e k  in d ie  s la g g a t  val 0 111 n r e g l y n ig e  en d i r e k t e
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v e r b a n d  tu sse n  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  en w e te n s k a p l ik e  s te l l in g s  o f  teo r ieë  

te  a a n v a a r " .  Sy b re i  H ie rop  u i t  as sy s k r y f :

Nou gaan d i t  myns ins ien s  nie daarom d a t  d a a r  n v e r b a n d  bestaan 

m e ,  d a a ro o r  bestaan d a a r  myns ins ien s  w e in ig  tw y fe l  . . .  D i t  gaan 

o o r  d ie  v ra a g  "ho e "  d ie  v e r b a n d  d a a r  u i t s ie n .  Maar Mouton se v ra a g  

v e r o n d e r s te l  reeds d ie  o o r v e re e n v o u d ig d e  re g l y n ig e  v e r b a n d  tusse n  

re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  en w e te n s k a p l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s / t e o r i e ë ,  

w a a r s k y n l i k  omdat hy  nie vo ld o e n d e  o n d e rs k e i  tu sse n  d ie  k o n k r e te  

en s p e s i f ie k e  h a n d e l in g e  soos f i e t s r y ,  e n s o v o o r ts  aan d ie  een k a n t  

en d ie  t i p e  a b s t ra k s ie s  w at  d e u r  d ie  w e te n s k a p  n o o d w e n d ig e rw y s  

gep leeg  ( s i c ! )  w o rd  aan d ie  a n d e r  k a n t .

D i t  is n ie  v i r  my d u id e l i k  w a t  Botha  bedoel moet " r e g l y n ig e  en d i r e k te  

v e r b a n d "  n ie .  Die te rm  " r e g l y n i g "  of sy  s inon iem " l i n i é r "  he t  n a t u u r l i k  

'n s p e s i f ie k e  b e te ke n is  in d ie  S ta t i s t i e k ,  naam lik  da t w a n n e e r  d a a r  'n 

l i n ie r e  v e r b a n d  tu sse n  x en y  is , dan sal 'n toename o f  afname in d ie  

w aa rdes  van  x lei to t  ’ n toename o f  a fname in d ie  w aardes  van  y .  Een 

so 'n l i n ié r e  v e r b a n d  w o rd  d e u r  d ie  te rm  k o r re la s ie  ( k o e f f  i s ië n t )  

u i t g e d r u k .  W anneer ons dus  be w e e r  d a t  d a a r  'n po s i t ie w e  k o r re la s ie  

t u s s e n  IK en se l fb ee ld  is ,  sé ons d a t  ’ n toename in d ie  w aa rdes  van  d ie  

een "saamgaan" o f  v e r b a n d  hou met ’ n toename in d ie  w aardes  van  d ie  

a n d e r .  Soos en ig e  v o o rg ra a d s e  s tu d e n t  w eet ,  w o rd  h ie r d e u r  nog n ik s  gesê 

o o r  ó f  d ie  s t e r k t e  óf  d ie  r i g t i n g  van  d ie  v e r b a n d  nie.

Ek was nog a l t y d  o n d e r  d ie  i n d r u k  da t  v o o rs ta a n d e rs  van d ie  

" s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  wel sodan ige  r e g l y n ig e  v e r b a n d  (kom  ons noem d i t  

d ie  s t e r k e r  te s is )  h u ld ig .  Want d ie  a l t e r n a t ie f  is ’ n veel s w a k k e r  (se l fs  

t r i v i a l e  t e s i s ) ,  naamlik  da t  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  en w e te n s k a p l ik e  

o o r t u ig in g s  b loo t  ne t k o r re le e r?  lemand wat  d ie  s w a k k e r  tes is  h u ld ig ,  sé 

d a t  d a a r  geen noodw en d ige  v e r b a n d  tu sse n  d ie  twee ste l  Ie o o r t u ig in g s  

bes taan  n ie ,  maar b loo t  ’n h is to r ie s e  en k o n t in g e n te  v e r b a n d .  Myns 

ins ien s  is h ie r d ie  tes is  wel d ie  k o r r e k t e  een en he t  ek d i t  in v e rs k e ie  

p u b l i k a s ie s  reeds v e r d e d ig .  H aar o p m e rk in g  da t  ek nie in  so n v e r b a n d  

g lo  n ie ,  is du s  n ie  k o r r e k  n ie .
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Om saam te  v a t :  o n d e rs te u n e rs  va n  d ie  ideaal van n CW moet ( p e r  

d e f i n i s i e )  d ie  s t e r k  tes is  (v a n  'n  kou sa le  v e r b a n d )  h u ld ig ,  aanges ien  d ie  

sw ak  tes is  (b lo te  k o r re la s ie )  n ie  n vo ld o e n d e  a rg u m e n t  v i r  CW d a a rs te l  

m e .  As sy  daarom d ie  s t e r k  te s is  v e r w e r p ,  moet Botha  aan d ie  lese r  

v e r d u id e l i k  w a t  d ie  a a rd  v a n  d ie  v e r b a n d  tu sse n  re l ig ie u s e  en 

w e te n s k a p l i k e  o o r t u ig in g s  dan wel  is.

Wat d ie  tw ee de  ge de e l te  van d ie  a a n h a l in g  b e t r e f ,  he t  Bo tha  my geheel 

en al v e r k e e r d  v e r s ta a n .  Die e n ig s te  v e r w y s i n g  na k o n k r e te  m e ns l ike  

h a n d e l in g e  (soos f i e t s r y )  in my a r t i k e l  was in d ie  a r g u m e n t  w a a r  ek  d ie  

p u n t  maak d a t  d ie  v la k  van a b s t ra k s ie  w a n n e e r  ons na su lk e  h a n d e l in g e  

v e r w y s  heeltemal a n d e rs  is as d ie  v la k  va n  a b s t r a k s ie  w a n n e e r  ons na d ie  

r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  va n  'n p e rs o o n "  v e r w y s  W anneer ek h ie r d ie  p u n t  

toepas  op d ie  w e te n s k a p ,  f o r m u le e r  ek  d i t  soos v o lg :

A lhoewe l d i t  in  n ba ie  a lgemene s in  w a a r  mag wees d a t  

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  g e r i g  w o rd  d e u r  n mens se re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s ,  is d ie  on u s  om aan te  toon  da t sod an ige  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s  d e u r w e r k  t o t  op  d ie  v la k  va n  k o n k r e te  en s p e s i f ie k e  

n a v o r s in g s b e s lu i t e ,  d i t  w i l  se op d ie  v la k  van p r o b le e m fo r m u le r i n g , 

d a ta - in s a m e l in g ,  ana l ise  en i n t e r p r e t a s i e .

Ek se d u s  ba ie  d u id e l i k  d a t  k o n k r e te  en s p e s i f ie k e  n a v o r s in g s b e s lu i te '  

v e r w y s  na b e s lu i te  w a t  d ie  w e te n s k a p h k e  maak op  d ie  v la k  van 

p r o b le e m fo r m u le r i n g ,  d a te - in s a m e l in g ,  e n s o v o o r t s .  . , . Hoe B o tha  d i t  in 

v e r b a n d  b r i n g  met f i e t s r y "  en kan be w e e r  d a t  ek n ie  "v o ld o e n d e  

o n d e rs k e i  t u s s e n  k o n k r e te  h a n d e l in g e  . . . en d ie  t ip e  a b s t ra k s ie s  w a t  d e u r  

d ie  w e te n s k a p '  gedoen w o rd  me, is v o l l e d ig  o n v e r s t a a n b a a r . Laat ek du s  

nogmaa ls ,  aan d ie  hand van 'n v o o rb e e ld ,  my v r a a g  h e rh a a l :

Hoe w e rk  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d e u r  to t  op  d ie  v la k  van  

n a v o r s in g s b e s lu i t e  en - v r a e  soos d ie  v o lg e n d e :

*  Die doel van  d ie  s tu d ie  is om n k w a n t i t a t i e f - b e s k r y w e n d e  s tu d ie  te  

maak van  d ie  v e r h o u d in g  tusse n  g e s la g s ro io r ië n ta s ie s  en se l fb e e ld  b y  

b la n k e  ad o lessen te  s t a d s k i n d e r s , ( 'n  T ip ie s e  p r o b le e m fo r m u le r i n g . )
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*  W a t te r  metodes van d a ta - in s a m e l in g  (opnam es, o n d e rh o u d e ,  

i n h o u d s o n t le d in g )  en w a t t e r  g e s ta n d a a rd is e e rd e  m e e t in s t r u m e n te  ( s ka le ,  

in d e k s e ,  e n s o v o o r ts )  sou d ie  mees g e s k ik t e  wees v i r  d ie  s tu d ie  in ( 1 ) .  

( 'n  T ip ie s e  b e s lu i t  o o r  d a ta - in s a m e l in g . )

*  W a t te r  s ta t is t ie s e  te g n ie k e  van  anal ise en w a t t e r  te o r ie ë  oo r  

g e s la g s ro lv o rm in g  en se l fb ee ld  ( o n t w ik k e l i n g )  sou in  d ie  in t e r p r e ta s ie  

g e b r u i k  moet w ord ?  (B e s lu i te  o o r  ana l ise  en i n t e r p r e t a s i e . )

'n S e l fs  o p p e r v la k k ig e  b e s tu d e r in g  van  v a k t y d s k r i f t e  in d ie  

g e e s te s w e te n s k a p p e  sou v i r  B o tha  w ys  da t  h ie r d ie  d ie  t ip ie s e  v ra e  is 

waarmee n a v o rs e r s  d a a g l ik s  te  doen he t .

( i v )  V ie rd e n s  k e e r  Botha te r u g  na w at  sy  d ie  " s t a n d a a r d m is v a t t i n g "  o o r  CW 

noem. M eer sp e s i f ie k  beweer  sy d a t  my eis van  d ie  a a n to o n b a a rh e id  van 

r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  nie 'n g e ld ig e  eis in d ie  w e te n s k a p  is n ie  - as n 

goedges koo lde  metodoloog moet ek d i t  w e e t " !

Die v o o rb e e ld e  in d ie  v o r ig e  p u n t  i l l u s t r e e r  reeds  w at  ek  met d ie  “ eis van 

a a n to o n b a a rh e id "  bedoel he t .  N ie tem in  w i l  ek  v e r d e r  d a a ro p  u i t b r e i ,  

aanges ien  B o tha  k e n n e l ik  van  m e n ing  is d a t  d i t ,  om v e r s k e ie  re d e s ,  nie 

'n  g e ld ig e  e is  is nie.

D i t  l y k  v i r  my v a n s e l f s p r e k e n d  d a t  iemand w at be w e e r  da t  h y / s y  'n 

a l te rn a t ie w e  w e te n s k a p s b e s k o u in g  v o o rs ta a n  o f  p r o p a g e e r ,  redes  moet kan 

v e r s k a f  w aarom  d ie  b e s k o u in g  e r n s t i g  geneem moet w o rd  d e u r  

w e te n s k a p l i k e s  (en ook w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o w e ) . En d ie  s t e r k s t e  (en d a lk  

d ie  e n ig s te )  a r g u m e n t  sou wees om aan te  toon  da t  d ie  a a n v a a r d in g  van 

d ie  a l t e rn a t ie w e  w e te n s k a p s b e s k o u in g  'n v e r b e t e r i n g  in  s y / h a a r  

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  to t  g e v o lg  sal he.

Maar w a t  is d ie  a a rd  van  so n a rg u m e n t?  Soos wat  ek  sal a a n d u i ,  hang 

'n a n tw o o rd  op h ie r d ie  v ra a g  r e g s t re e k s  af  van  hoe 'n mens d ie  taak  van  

w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  re f le k s ie  s ie n .  In  d ie  tw in t ig s t e - e e u s e

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  t r e f  ons v e r s k e ie  model le  o o r  h ie r d ie  taak  aan. Ek 

v e r w y s  ne t  na tw ee  ( v e r g e l y k  M o u to n ,  1985 v i r  n meer u i t g e b r e id e  

b e s p r e k i n g ) :
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(a )  Die n o rm a t ie w e  o f  v o o r s k r y w e n d e  model:  H ie rv o lg e n s  w o rd  d ie  taak  

van d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  ges ien  as d ie  o n t w ik k e l i n g  van  model le 

va n  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  w a t  aan w e te n s k a p l ik e s  vo o rg e h o u  w o rd  

as d ie  idea le  o f  d ie  e g te .  So o n tw ik k e l  d ie  log iese p o s i t iv is m e  n model 

w a a r in  v i r  d ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  gesé w o r d  d a t  s legs 

e m p i r i e s - g e v e r i f i e e r d e  k e n n is  k w a l i f i s e e r  as w e te n s k a p ;  P opper 

o n tw ik k e l  n model w a a r in  s legs  s te l l in g s  as w e te n s k a p l i k  k w a l i f i s e e r  

wat  s t r e n g  p o g in g s  to  f a l s i f i ë r i n g  w ee rs taan  h e t ,  e n s o v o o r t s .

( b )  Die h i s t o r i e s - b e s k r y w e n d e  model :  Die ta a k  van  d ie  

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  w o r d  h ie r v o lg e n s  ges ien  as d ie  o p s te l  van 

a k k u r a t e  b e s k r y w in g s  o f  g e s k ie d e n is s e  van  w a t  in w e r k l i k e  

w e te n s k a p l i k e  p r a k t y k  g e b e u r  h e t  o f  s teeds g e b e u r .  n V o o rb e e ld  

is K u h n  se t e o r ie  o o r  no rm a le  en re v o lu s io n é re  w e te n s k a p s b e s k o u in g  

w a t  h y  a a nb ied  as n a k k u r a t e  bee ld  van  w a t  in d ie  g e s k ie d e n is  van 

d ie  n a tu u r w e te n s k a p p e  g e b e u r  h e t .  Sy a r g u m e n t  is m e  d a t  d ie  

w e te n s k a p  d e u r  s u lk e  s tad ia  b e h o o r t  te  gaan n ie  - sy a a n s p ra a k  is

n b e s k r y w e n d e  een: d i t  is hoe d ie  w e te n s k a p  in fe i te  d a a r  u i t s ie n .

Een in te re s s a n te  im p l ik a s ie  van  h ie r d ie  o n d e r s k e id in g  is d a t  v e r s k i l l e n d e  

k r i t e r i a  aange lé  w o rd  om te  bepaal  o f  'n no rm at iew e  en of  n b e s k ry w e n d e  

model a a n v a a r b a a r  is . D ie no rm a t ie w e  model w o rd  beoo rd ee l  in te rm e  van 

k r i t e r i a  soos i n h e r e n te  k o n s is te n s ie  en v e r s ta a n b a a r l ie id  en n a t u u r l i k  ook 

o f  d i t  in d ie  p r a k t y k  u i t v o e r b a a r  sou wees. n B e o o rd e l in g  van d ie  

h is to r ie s e  model,  sou ook k r i t e r i a  van  i n te r n e  k o n s is te n s ie  i n s lu i t ,  maar 

moet ook v r a  na d ie  a k k u r a a t h e id  va n  d ie  b e s k r y w i n g .  Baie van d ie  

k r i t i e k  teen  K u h n  was daarom  g e r ig  teen d ie  ve rm e e n d e  h is to r ie s e  

a k k u r a a t h e id  van sy r e k o n s t r u k s i e  va n  d ie  g e s k ie d e n is .

'n V ra a g  w a t  h i e r u i t  v o o r t s p r u i t ,  is du s  w a t t e r  t i p e  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  

b e s in n in g  in d ie  CW -ideaa l  be l ig gaa m  w o r d .  Is d i t  n b e s k r y w e n d e  model 

van  hoe w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  in f e i t e  d a a r  u i t s ie n  e n / o f  is d i t  n model 

van  hoe w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  b e h o o r t  te  ly k ?  Die i nip 11 k a s i e s van  d ie  twee 

v e r s k i l l e n d e  m o o n t l i k h e d e  is w e l is w a a r  v e r s k i l l e n d .  I n d ie n  n mens sou 

be w e e r  d a t  CW n b e s k r y w e n d e  model is , d i t  w i l  sé d ie  a a n s p ra a k  w o rd  

gemaak d a t  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s  (hoe ookal g e d e f i n ie e r )  in fe i te  n 

bepaa lde  ( d i t  w i l  se r i g t in g g e w e n d e ,  s t u r e n d e ,  k o n t r o le r e n d e ,  e n s o v o o r ts )
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ro l speel in  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g ,  dan is die g e ld ig e  v r a a g  va n  d ie  

k r i t i k u s :  W a t te r  g e tu ie n is  ( h is to r ie s /e m p i  r ies )  w o rd  aa ngeb ied  t e r  

o n d e r s t e u n in g  van  so n aa nsp ra ak?  En d i t  is o n d e r  meer w at  ek met d ie  

eis van aa n too n b a a rh e id  bedoel.

Maar as be w e e r  w o rd  da t  d i t  e i n t l i k  ( d a lk  oo k )  n no rm a t ie w e  b e s k o u in g  

is, dan w o rd  e i n t l i k  gesê: W e ten skap l ikes  (en w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o w e )  he t 

to t  d u s v e r  d ie  be pa lende  ro l  van re l ig ie u se  o o r t u i g i n g s  in 

w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  g e ïg n o re e r  e n /o f  e r k e n n in g  van  h ie r d ie  ro l  sal lei 

to t  b e te r  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g .  Maar dan is die on us  op  d ie  o n d e r s t e u n e r  

van h ie r d ie  s t a n d p u n t  om ons h ie r v a n  te  o o r t u ig .  A n d e rs  g e s te l :  Op 

w a t te r  w yse  kan d ie  inag nem ing  o f  e r k e n n in g  van re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  

in my w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g  lei to t  n v e r b e t e r i n g  van  my w e te n s k a p l i k e  

n a v o r s i n g s p r a k t y k . Met " b e t e r  w e te n s k a p s b e o e fe n in g "  h e t  ek  n ik s  a n d e rs  

in  g e d a g te  nie as n a v o r s in g  wat to t  meer b e t r o u b a r e  en g e ld ig e  re s u l ta te  

lei n ie .

( v )  In re a k s ie  op d ie  v ra a g  aan d ie  e ind e  van die v o r ig e  a fd e l i n g ,  v e r d u id e l i k  

Botha w a t  haar  s t a n d p u n t  is o o r  "d ie  aa rd  en w e r k i n g  va n  re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s " .  Kom ons k y k  n o u k e u r ig  wat Botha h ie r  s k r y f .

In d ie  ee rs te  p a ra g r a a f  v r a  Botha d ie  v r a a g :  "W a t te r  g e d a a n te  (neem) 

d ie  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  van  d ie  ge low ige  in  al h ie r d ie  o n d e rs k e ie  

a k t iw i t e i t e  ( p o l i t i e k ,  h u w e l ik ,  . . .  w e te n s k a p ,  e n s o v o o r ts )  aan?" en h a a r  

a n tw o o rd  is da t  d ie  re l ig ie u se  o o r t u ig in g s  ” b l y k  in d a a rd ie  o n v e rh a n d e lb a re  

u i t g a n g s p u n t e  in  en ige  van die b e t r o k k e  le w e n s fe re  w a a r in  d ie  f in a le  

s e k e rh e id  va n  n g r o e p  g e a n k e r  i s " .  In d ie  v o lg e n d e  p a ra g r a a f  b r e i  sy  

h ie r o p  u i t :  " I n  d ie  w e te n s k a p  neem h ie r d ie  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s '  o n d e r  

meer d ie  g e daan te  van (d ie )  k o n t r o le o o r t u ig in g s  a a n . "  E ers  v y f  b ia d sye  

v e r d e r  v e r d u id e l i k  Botha w at  sy  o n d e r  " k o n t r o l e o o r t u i g i n g s "  o f  d ie  

" r e g u la t i e w e "  f u n k s i e  van re l ig ie u se  o o r t u ig in g s  v e r s ta a n .  Ek haai aan:

W anneer en ig e  s te l  o o r t u ig in g s  (v a n  w a t t e r  i n h o u d e l ik e  a a rd  h u l le  

ooka l  mag wees) op h ie rd ie  w yse  f u n k s io n e e r ,  beskou  ek hu l le  as 

re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s .

389



V o ig e n s  B otha  w o rd  h ie r d ie  v e r s k y n s e l  in d ie  algemeen 

w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  l i t e r a t u u r  u i t v o e r ig  b e s p re e k ,  maar d i t  w o rd  e g te r  

n ie  re l ig ie u s  genoem n ie " !  n Paar reels v e r d e r  s k r y f  s y :  "W ord  die 

in h o u d  va n  d ie  p ro p o s is ie s  van n a d e rb y  b e k y k ,  dan b l y k  d i t  da t hu l le  

d ik w e ls  a l les beha lw e  " r e l i g i e u s e "  ( in  d ie  s p re e k ta a l  sin van d ie  w o o rd )  

sake  b e v a t . "  D us ,  v o ig e n s  B o tha ,  v e r w y s  " re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  na alle 

o o r t u i g i n g s  (o ngea g  in h o u d )  w a t  v i r  n g ro e p  w e te n s k a p l ik e s  

o n v e r h a n d e lb a a r  is en n k o n t r o le r e n d e  o f  r e g u la t ie w e  rol in d ie  w e te n ska p  

spee l .  Die b e te k e n is  wat sy  nou aan “ r e l ig ie u s "  heg ,  is n ie  d ie  gewone 

s p re e k ta a lb e te k e n is  n ie  en w o rd  ook nie so g e d u i  in d ie  

w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  l i t e r a t u u r  n ie .  En dan b e s k u ld ig  sy my van 

i d io s in k r a t i e s e  t a a l g e b r u i k !  Maar la te r  meer h ie r o o r .

Se lfs  in d ie n  ons Botha  se b e te k e n is  van " r e l i g i e u s "  a a n v a a r ,  b r i n g  d i t  n ie 

ons n ie  v e r d e r  in  n v e rs ta a n  van  wat CW sou kon b e teken  n ie .  Botha 

se s t a n d p u n t  d a t  d ie  r e l ig ie u s e  k a r a k t e r  van o o r t u ig in g s  g e v in d  moet w o rd  

in  d ie  re g u la t ie w e  f u n k s ie  w a t  v o o r o n d e r s te l l in g s  in d ie  w e te n s k a p  v e r v u l ,  

im p l is e e r  [1 ]  d a t  so d a n ig e  o o r t u ig in g s  nie to e ts b a a r  is nie ( s y  se h u l le  is 

o n v e r h a n d e lb a a r ) ;  en [2 ]  d ie  f in a le  s e k e rh e id  van d ie  g r o e p  is d a a r in  

g e s e te l .

Bo tha  sou w a a r s k y n l i k  n ie  moeite  he om s te l l in g s  soos d ie  v o lg e n d e  (w a t  

ek m e ta te o re t ie s e  e e rd e r  as " r e l i g i e u s e "  s te l l in g s  noem) as re l ig ie u s e  

o o r t u i g i n g s  te  a a n va a r  n ie :

*  A l le  n a t u u r v e r s k y n s e l s  moet in te rm e  van  o n d e r  meer dee loo rsake  

v e r k la a r  w o rd  ( A r i s t o t e l e s ) .

*  As g e v o lg  van d ie  son deva l  is d ie  m e ns l ike  v e r s ta n d  " b e s e t "  met 

v e r s k e ie  ido le  wat n " o n d e r m y n e n d e  ro l  in w e te n s k a p l i k e  w aa rnem ing  

speel (F ra n c is  B a co n ) .

Maar w a t  van  n s te l l i n g  soos:

*  M e n s l ik e  g e d ra g  moet op d ie s e l fd e  w yse  as n a t u u r v e r s k y n s e l s  b e s tu d e e r  

w o r d .  (D ie  s t a n d p u n t  van  m e todo log iese  n a t u r a l i s t e . )
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OF

*  Die f in a le  o o g m e rk  va n  g e e s te s w e te n s k a p l ik e  n a v o rs in g  is om 

a lge m ee nge ld ige  w e t te  van  m e ns l ike  g e d ra g  te  f o r m u le e r .  (D ie  

s t a n d p u n t  van  d ie  log iese p o s i t i v i s m e . )

Meeste s k r y w e r s  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie s e  en m etodo log iese  l i t e r a t u u r  

sou h ie r d ie  t i p e e r  as metodo log iese  aannames. As ons B otha  se k r i t e r i a  

aan lé ,  sou sy moes sé d a t  h ie rd ie  r e l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  is . Maar d i t  is 

om 'n o n a a n v a a rb a a r  w ye  en vae b e te k e n is  aan d ie  te rm  " r e l i g i e u s "  toe te 

ken en nie re k e n in g  te  hou met d ie  v e r s k i l l e  in  v la k k e  van  a b s t ra k s ie  

tu s s e n  m e ta teo re t ie se ,  m e todo log iese  en te o re t ie s e  o o r t u ig in g s  (om maar 

een k la s s i f i k a s ie  te  noem) n ie .

Maar 'n nog se l fs  b e la n g r i k e r  p u n t :  V o lg e n s  B otha  is d ie  p r im ê re  f u n k s ie  

van re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  d ie  van k o n t r o l e - o o r t u i g i n g s . Maar waarom? 

D aa r  w o rd  geen ras ionaa l  gegee waarom re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  u i t s l u i t l i k  

in h ie r d ie  "n e g a t ie w e "  b e te k e n is  van  k o n t ro le  v e r s ta a n  moet w o rd  nie. 

K o n t ro le  teen  o f  v i r  wat? W ord  h ie r  n ie  op 'n s u b t ie le  w y s e  g e w e rk  met 

'n v e r id e o lo g is e r in g  van d ie  n a v o r s i n g p r a k t y k  nie? In  'n  v o r ig e  p a ra g ra a f  

he t  ek g e a rg u m e n te e r  d a t  d ie  e n ig s te  t ip e  b e g r o n d in g  w a t  kan o o r t u ig ,  

is een w a a rv o lg e n s  aanged u i  w o rd  d a t  s od an ige  k o n t r o le  to t  b e te r  

n a v o r s in g  sal le i .  Maar d ie  g e v a l le  w a a rv a n  ons  w ee t .  soos d ie  g e sk ie d e n is  

van  d ie  K a to l ie k e  K e rk  se i n t e r v e n s ie  in G a l i le i  se w e r k ,  he t  ju is  d ie  

tee nde e l  ge toon .  W anneer re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u ig in g s  as k o n t r o le  o f  sen so r  (? )  

g e b r u i k  w o rd  in  d ie  w e te n s k a p .  lei d i t  g e w o o n l ik  t o t  s w a k k e r  w e te n s k a p ;  

’n w e te n s k a p  w a t  n ie  meer as 'n oop en k r i t i e s e  s is teem kan f u n k s io n e e r

Om my b e s p r e k in g  van  (4 )  saam te  v a t :  B o tha  d is ta n s ie e r  h a a rs e l f  van 

w a t  ek  d ie  " s t a n d a a r d o p v a t t i n g "  van  CW noem en v e r k ie s  om d ie  te rm e 

" re l i g i e u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s ”  te  g e b r u i k  v i r  e n ig e  s te l  o o r t u ig in g s  (ongeag  

in h o u d )  w a t  d e u r  w e te n s k a p l ik e s  as o n v e r h a n d e lb a a r  b e skou  w o rd  en 'n 

k o n t r o le  o f  re g u la t ie w e  f u n k s ie  in w e te n s k a p  v e r v u l .  My k r i t i e k  h ie r te e n  

is n ie  (soos B o tha  b l y k b a a r  g lo )  d a t  w e te n s k a p l i k e s  m e sodan ige  

o o r t u ig in g s  h u ld ig  n ie .  Ek he t to g  u i t v o e r ig  in  v e r s k e ie  g e s k r i f t e  g e s k r y f  

o o r  d ie  ro l  van  v e r s k i l l e n d e  so o r te  m e ta te o re t ie se ,  te o re t ie s e  en
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m etado log iese  o o r t u ig in g s  in d ie  w e te n s k a p .  My be sw a a r  teen Botha  is 

d a t  sy  d ie  b e g r i p  " r e l i g i e u s "  as n s a m bree l te rm  h ie r v o o r  g e b r u i k  en in 

d ie  p roses  d ie  in h o u d  van CW a fw a te r  to t  n v o l le d ig  t r i v i a l e  te s is .  D e u r  

" r e l i g i e u s "  so w y d  te  maak da t  d i t  a l le  o o r t u ig in g s  i n s l u i t  w at  

o n v e r h a n d e lb a a r  en r e g u la t i e f  is , o n d e rm y n  sy i n d e rw a a rh e id  d ie  saak w at 

sy  p r o b e e r  v e r d e d ig !

In d ie  laaste  p a a r  b la d s y e  sal ek k o r t l i k s  re a g e e r  op Botha  se b e w e r in g  

d a t  ek te rm e  id io s in k r a t i e s  g e b r u i k .  H aar k r i t i e k  is in b e s o n d e r  g e r ig  

teen d ie  b e te k e n is  w a t  ek aan " t e o r i e "  en " W e l ta n s c h a u u n g "  sou gee.

In d ie  resens ie  s k r y f  ek d a t  " t e o r e t ie s "  meesal in d ie  l i t e r a t u u r  g e b r u i k  

w o r d  as s inon iem  v i r  " v e r k l a r e n d "  o f  " i n t e r p r e t a t i e f " . D i t  is n a t u u r l i k  

geen d e f in is ie  n ie .  As B otha  n meer v o l le d ig e  w e e rg a w e  van  my s ta n d p u n t  

o o r  d ie  a a rd  en f u n k s i e  van  te o r ie ë  wou he, sou s y  s legs  Mouton  en Mara is  

(1985) kon ra a d p le e g  w a a r in  'n he le  h o o fs tu k  h ie ra a n  g e w y  w o rd .

N iemand sou o n tk e n  d a t  " t e o r i e "  en " t e o r e t ie s "  d e u r  v e r s k i l l e n d e  s k r y w e r s  

en b in n e  v e r s k i l l e n d e  p a rad ig m as  v e r s k i l l e n d e  nu anses  h e t  n ie .  B o tha  se 

o p m e rk in g  in  ha a r  re p l ie k  d a t  " t e o r e t i s e r i n g ’ in d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie  

d ik w e ls  ook as n sogenaamde tw eede  o r d e  a k t i w i t e i t  g e b r u i k  w o r d ,  is e g te r  

i r r e l e v a n t .  Die p r o b le m a t ie k  w a a ro o r  h ie r d ie  d e b a t  ga an ,  ha nde l  n ie  o o r  

d ie  v e r b a n d  tu s s e n  " r e l i g i e u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s "  en " te o r ie ë "  in  d ie  

w e te n s k a p s f i l o s o f ie  n ie .  D i t  is ’ n a n d e r  d e b a t .  d ie  v r a a g s te l l i n g  waarmee 

ons ons h ie r  bemoei,  v e r w y s  na d ie  v e r h o u d m g  tu s s e n ,  w a t  ek 

m e ta te o re t ie se  o o r t u i g i n g s  en B o tha  re l ig ie u s e  o o r t u i g i n g s  noem e n e rs y d s ,  

en d ie  w e te n s k a p l i k e  n a v o r s i n g p r a k t y k  w a a r b in n e  te o r ie ë  (e k  ook model le ,  

t ip o lo g ie ë ,  m e todes ,  t e g n ie k e ,  e n s o v o o r t s )  n s e n t ra le  ro l  speel a n d e r s y d s .  

In  h ie r d ie  k o n te k s  is t e o r e t i s e r i n g  n e e rs te  o r d e  a k t i w i t e i t :  d i t  ha nde l  

re g s t r e e k s  met d ie  w e r k l i k h e i d .  Ek s taan s teeds d a a r b y  d a t  d ie  p r im e re  

f u n k s i e  va n  te o r ie ë  ó f  as v e r k la r e n d  ( v a n d a a r  al d ie  v e r s k i l l e n d e  model le  

va n  v e r k l a r i n g  - Hempel,  Salmon, D r a y ,  P o p p e r ,  e n s o v o o r t s )  o f  as 

i n t e r p r e t a t i e f  (soos in  d ie  w e rk e  van  D i l t h e y ,  B e t t i ,  A b e l ,  e n s o v o o r t s )  

v e r s ta a n  w o r d .  P o p p e r ,  w a t  d e u r  B o tha  aangehaa l  w o rd  om h a a r  p u n t  te  

s ta a f ,  s k r y f  op d ie  b la d s y  w aa rna  sy v e r w y s  d ie  v o lg e n d e :
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S c ie n t i f i c  th e o r ie s  are u n iv e rs a l  s ta tem en ts  . . . T h e o r ie s  a re  nets  

cast to  ca tch  w h a t  we cal l  th e  w o r ld  : to  ra t io n a l ize ,  to  exp la in  

and to  m a s te r  i t .

In d ie  res van  d ie  h o o fs tu k ,  b e s p re e k  P opp e r  dan d ie  t ip ie s e  prob lem e 

w a t  met d ie  a a rd  en f u n k s ie  van  te o r ie ë  v e r b a n d  hou :  d ie  aa rd  van 

v e r k la r i n g ,  o o rs a a k l i k h e id ,  d ie  s t r u k t u u r  van  v o o rs p e l l i n g ,  d ie  tema van 

v e ra lg e m e e n b a a rh e id ,  e n s o v o o r ts .  B o tha  se o p m e rk in g s  in d ie  res van 

h ie rd ie  p a ra g r a a f  ( b la d s y  2 0 ) ,  naam l ik  d a t  ek  as ge vo lg  van 'n ve rm eende  

p e rs o o n l ik e  v o o r k e u r  v i r  seke re  d e f in i s ie s ,  i d io s in k ra t ie s e  b e te ke n isse  aan 

te rm e  heg en daarom  met w e te n s k a p l ik e  v l ie ë v a n g e r y  bes ig  is , gaan daarom 

nie op n ie .

Ek he t  in my resens ie  p r o b e e r  om d ie  d e b a t  se l fs  v e r d e r  te k o n k r e t i s e e r  

d e u r  na " m id d e lv la k te o r ie "  te  v e r w y s  en vo o rb e e ld e  te  gee: k o g n i t ie w e  

d isso n a n s ie ,  s kem a teo r ie ,  v e r w y s in g s g r o e p t e o r ie .  D i t  is d u id e l i k  d a t  

Botha  nie bewus was d a a rv a n  da t  m id d e lv la k te o r ie "  n b e k e n d e  te rm  in 

d ie  g e s k ie d e n is  van  sosia le t e o r e t i s e r i n g  is n ie .  In n k la s s ie k e  s tu d ie  in 

1949 s te l  R o b e r t  M e r to n  d ie  b e g r ip  " m id d e lv la k te o r ie "  ( m id d le - r a n g e  

t h e o r y )  v o o r  as d ie  ideaal w aa rna  d ie  sos ia le  w e te n s k a p p e  moet s t r e e f :  

n ie  d ie  sogenaamde " g r a n d  t h e o r ie s ’" v a n  'n  M a rx ,  P a rso n ,  e n s o v o o r ts  n ie  

en ook n ie  d ie  ba ie  b e p e r k t e  e m p ir iese  ve ra lg e m e n in g s  w a t  so t ip ie s  van 

k w a n t i t a t ie w e  n a v o r s in g  g e w o rd  he t  n ie ,  maar m id d e lv la k te o r ie ë  w a t  

em p ir ies  to e ts b a r e  v e r k la r i n g s  van  'n  b e paa ld e  reeks  v e r s k y n s e l s  d a a rs te l .  

Die v o o rb e e ld e  w aa rna  ek v e r w y s  h e t ,  is t ip ie s e  m id d e lv la k te o r ie ë .  Nou 

in my re se n s ie  he t  ek h ie r d ie  b e g r i p  in  d ie  v o lg e n d e  k o n te k s  g e b r u i k :

Wat n ie  d u id e l i k  is n ie ,  is hoe 'n  t ip ie s e  m id d e lv la k  te o r ie  in d ie  

sos ia le  w e te n s k a p p e ,  soos k o g n i t ie w e  d is s o n a n s ie ,  . . . d ie  b e la d in g  

va n  ’ n in g e b e d d e  o n to lo g ie  EN 'n W e l ta n s c h a u n n g  in Wisdom se te rm e  

kan  d r a !

D i t  b r i n g  my b y  d ie  b e te k e n is  va n  "W e l ta n s c h a u u n g " .  Ek h e t  nog a l t y d  

g e d in k  d a t  d ie  b e te k e n is  van  'n  w o o rd  o n d e r  meer a fg e le i  kan w o rd  u i t  

d ie  b e te k e n is  va n  d ie  k o n s t i t u t ie w e  k om pone n te .  V a n d a a r  d a t  ek  - maar 

n ie  B o tha  n ie  -  " W e l ta n s c h a u u n g "  v e r ta a l  h e t  as w é re ld b e s k o u in g .  Maar 

as 'n  mens in d ie  l i t e r a t u u r  gaan k y k ,  v i n d  'n mens wel d a t  a n d e r
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w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o w e  my i n t e r p r e ta s ie  dee l .  In n b e ke n d e  s tu d ie  o o r  d ie  

re s e n te  o n tw ik k e l i n g e  in d ie  w e te n s k a p s f i lo s o f ie ,  p r a a t  Suppe  se l fs  van 

"W e l ta n s c l ia u u n g e n  a n a ly s e s "  en "L e b e n s w e l t "  in d ie s e l fd e  s in .  W anr ieer 

h y  K u h n  b e s p re e k ,  sé S upp e  d a t  p a rad ig m as  o f  d i s s ip l in e r e  m a t r ik s e  

s inon ieme is v i r  " w e te n s k a p l ik e  W e l ta n s c h a u u n g e n " . D a lk  is my aanname 

d a t  W e l ta n s c h a u u n g  d u s  g e ly k s ta a n d e  is aan 'n m e ta teo re t ie se  ra am w erk  

o f  w é r e ld b e s k o u in g  n ie  so i d io s in k ra t ie s  n ie .  Om d ie  w a a rh e id  te  sé, 

Wisdom w a a ro p  B o tha  h ie r d ie  b e s p r e k in g  b e r u s ,  s te l  s e l f  ’ n W e l ta n sch a u u n g  

en te o r ie  s t e r k  u i tm e k a a r  as h y  s k r y f :

T h e re  is a dogm at ism  and in t r o le r a n c e  in th e  area o f  

w e l ta n s c h a u u n g e n  w h ic h  is u n k n o w n  in th e  area o f  e m p ir ica l  

t h e o r ie s .  T h ose  w ho  d is a g re e  a b o u t  e m p ir ica l  t h e o r y  can u s u a l l y  

do so w i t h  g e n u in e  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  d is a g re e m e n t  o v e r  W e l ta n sch a u u n g  

is u s u a l l y  a m a t te r  o f  b e l l i g e re n c e  (1 9 8 7 :7 0 -7 1 ) .

Botha  se b e w e r in g s  d a t  ek d u s  te rm e  soos "W e re ld b e s k o u in g "  en " t e o r i e "  

met my eie in h o u d e  v u l  en daarom  met 'n  a l le e n s p ra a k  be s ig  is ,  hou dus  

n ie  s ta n d  n ie .  Vee l  e e r d e r  is d i t  sy  w a t  met ha a r  e ie s o o r t ig e  d e f in is ie  

va n  " r e l i g i e u s "  b in n e  d ie  g r e n s e  van  'n  ba ie  i d io s in k ra t ie s e  en enge 

ra a m w e rk  o p e re e r .
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