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INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH

ON THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY REFORMATION
AND THE POSITION IN SOUTH AFRICA

Today more research on the Reformation in general and the

Ereat reformers in particular is being done than is generally
nown. The rea%prals_al of the 16th century has in the past de-
cades brought about important results in Reformation research.
~This article will not go into these results —a whole series of ar-
ticles would be necessary. It will merely illuminate the following
ants: dwhere, by whom "and about what the relevant research is
eing done,

Egen this cannot be done exhaustively. Attention is focussed
on the work done at universities and institutes onl¥. It would be
an impossible task to mention the contribution of every indivi-
dual researcher in this field. _

As an introduction | would like to say something about the
world-wide links in this field of study, as, for example, by means
of international associations, congresses and colloguia.

1. International co-operation
1.1 Associations

The “Verein fur Reformationsgeschichte” aims at the study of
the history of the Reformation In general. This is done mainly
through the re-issue of documents originating from”) the Refor-

1. The latest cataloge contains, jnter alia Martin.Bucers Deutsche Schriften, Melanch-
o S, R e Rl e Rl

a C S€
eutscher Taufgesinnter and a new cntmah commented updn eaItIOH 0 efanc%ton’s
correspondence.



mation, and also new publications about®) this event. (Member-
ship”) of this association has, amongst others, the advantage that
members can obtain a whole series of publications at a large dis-
count —up to 30 percent.) Ihe Association also arranges scienti-
fic symposiums on the history of the Reformation. _
Together with the “American Society for Reformation Re-
search” the “Verein” has since 1972 also published an interna-
tional magazine Archiv fiir Reformationsgeschichte/Archive for
Reformation History, which contains, apart from articles, regular

literature reviews™).

1.2 International congresses, conferences and colloguia

* Luther congresses

Up to now five international Luther research congresses have
been held. The last congress was held from 14-20 August, 1977,
in Lund, Sweden”). o _ _

Lutherjahrbuch, the official fournal for international Luther
research, has appeared since 1919®). Volume 44, 1977, contains
instructive articles on Luther research throughout the world
(inter alia in the Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands, the Ro-
manic countries, the Anglo-Saxon world and even in Japan.)

2. Amongst others books on Luther, Bucer etc..

3. Membershin is DM. 25 per annum and must be posted to Verein fiir Reformationsge-
schl\lﬂc?wte, |5r. Ff—leslnzwggheﬂﬁe, el{ngeldststrasse 1%, 59%6 I-YeeldeﬂJerg, West ermaﬁy.
4. Subscription fee is DM 90 per annum payable to the above address.

. Particulars are published in the Circular, pr. 6, July 1977 of the Clearing House of
ti]e1lpt]ternationa?<$3ﬂ}er nc? ofl Ins%tutLlJﬁns or (ﬁ,hrysa/an czbo?a ep J

e lecture e fourth congress for Luther researc f—f . Oberman (editor
Earvﬁ 1e9e7n4)pubﬁs ed under tne tltl% uther an(pthe awn o 3{he modern era ( eléer?,
i, .

6. Published by Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, P.0. Box 77, 3400 Gottingen.
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* Calvin congresses

The first European Calvin research congress was held in Am-
sterdam from 16-19 September, 19747). The lecture by D. Nau-
ta, “Stand der CaIV|nforschunrc1’f, delivered on this occasion gives
a general survey of where Calvin research finds itself at present.

he second congress on Calvin research was not confined to
European participants, but was international and took place in
Amsterdam from 25-28 September, 1978. The theme of the con-
%r_ess was “Calvin —teacher of the church””). The venue of the
hird will be Geneva (in 1982).

*Bullinger commemoration

For the first time in the history of Bullinger research a confer-
ence was held from 30 September to 1 October, 1975, to
commemorate the 400th anniversary of this reformer’s death.
Scientists from all over Europe &also from Hungary) gathered in
Zurich for this purpose. The conference was arranged by the “ In-
stitut fiir Schweizerische Reformationsgeschichte™ about which
more will be said later. (See 2.5). The lectures delivered at the
conference were published in 1977 by U. Gabler and E. Zsindely
under the title Bullinger-Tagung 1975. Vortrage gehalten aus An-
lass von Heinrich Bullingers 400. Todestag.

* Colloquium on Anabaptist Movements

A noticeable phenomenon in the recent research on the Refor-
mation is the particular interest in the anabaptists, spiritualists,
anti-trinitarians and libertinists —names for the different radical

gUsT&eS%%egress)Wienrelgji]gliShed by Neukirchener Verlag under the title Calvinus Theolo-

8. Particulars were published in Circulac.nr 6, July, 1977 mentioned under footnote
abov%rélrwg{lt,\al%dput It whij at%ec?(r 1 a%couﬁlr nr l&, Ap\rﬂest gefjhe resent secreta-

ry 1s euser, Lahm , Ostbevern, rmany.
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movements which originated outside the official protestant chur-
ches at the time of the Reformation. A treasure-house of original
sources and documents has become available to researchers®).

The Protestant Theological Faculty at the University of Stras-
bourg held a colloguium on " The origin and characteristics of the
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Anabaptist movement” from 20-22 February, 1975%). The par-
ticipants decided to establish a centre in Strasbourg to coordi-
nate the research on this “unofficial” or “non-conformist”
Christianity during the 16th century 0.

* Colloquium on the exegetic methods of the 16th century

The “Institut d’Histoire de la Reformation™ (c/o Bibliothé-
que Publique et Universitaire, Geneve?] arranged an international
colloquium on the exeg\esrs of the 16th century from 28 Septem-
ber to 2 October, 1976"2

There may have been more similar international contacts con-
cerning Reformation research. These few examples are, however,
sufficient to illustrate the renewed world-wide interest in
different facets of this fascinating epoch in Western history”).
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2. Research on the Reformation in Europe

During a recent visit to Europe | was able to find research
units on the Reformation only in Wurzburg, Tubingen, Stras-
bourg, Geneva, Zurich and Heidelberg. There is a degree of spe-
cialization, but not to such an extent that each cenire has con-
fined its research to one smgle reformer. The following is a brief
survey of the most important research being done in the different

places.
2.1 Wurzburg

Study concerning the Reformation and the reformers is no
dger of interest to Protestant scholars only. Roman Catholics
researchers from other denominations are also taking part®).

It has become an ecumenical concern.
An example of this state of affairs is the work of Prof, Alexan-
dre Ganoczyl®) and Dr Helmut Feld in WurzburglG). They are
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both busy with a “Forschungsprojekt” on the Hermeneutics of
Calvin. Particular attention is paid to the relationship between
Calvin and the Pauline “theology”. In this connection research is
being done on the Patristic and especially late Mediaeval back-*
ground of Calvin’s exegetical methods"%. o
_In this context Dr Feld is re_parmg or publication a late Me-
diaeval theologian, Wendelin Steinbach’s, commentary on the let-
ters of St. Paul. The commentary on the letter to the Hebrews
appeared in 1971 and Steinbach’s commentary on the letter to
the Galatians in 1976 @). In addition work is also being done on
the publication of Cardinal Marino Grimani’s commentaries on
the Pauline Epistles (1442). . .

Ganoczy also discovered Calvin’s marginal notes on Seneca’s
De Clementia as well as his notes on Chrysostomos’ sermons and
Is preparing them for publication.

2.2 Tubingen

The “Institut fiir Spatmittelalter und Reformation””) & con-
nected to the Eberhard-Karls-Universitat which commemorated
its 500th year of existence in 1977.
~This institute started with two men in 1961 and at present has
five full-time researchers and twenty student assistants. As the
name indicates, the focus is at the moment on the late Middle
Ages because a clear image of this period is of great importance
to the correct understanding of what happened during the Refor-

7. The result?.o.f tper earfh were to E@v been co.mpleﬁedi 1978.Temp8rei\rl¥ title;
alwpl.als au IHISC er eoope. In% uﬁle zur biblisc e% ermenthlk alvins auf
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mation. The intention is to concentrate more directly on the Re-
formation period at a later stage. _

At Present work is being done in the following areas: .

* Prof. W. Werbeck is working on the edition of the Sententiae
Commentary of Gabriel Biel. gBooks | and IV have already been
p_ubl;shed and books Il and 111 are being prepared for publica-
tion.

* Critical apparatus for a (possiblm new edition of the well-
known Weimar Ausgabe of Luthers Works is being worked on by
Dr Hammal..

* A subject index to Luthers work

‘In this respect Drs K.H. zur Muhlen and H. Jurgens together
with their co-workers have accomplished an impressive amount
of work. Of the four parts of the plus-minus 70 volume Luther
Opera, viz. Documents, Class Notes by students, (“Tischreden”),
Letters and the Luther Bible (plus the text of translation meet-
ings), only{. the first part is being worked on. (This includes Lu-
ther’s published works such as his disputes and sermons.) There is
already an index for his “Tischreden”. His letters are also impor-
tant because the development of his theology can be traced in
them. (Unfortunately they are being published in Halle behind
the Iron Curtain and it is doubtful whether the publication will
ever be finished.) Because a concordance of the Luther Bible al-
ready exists, it is generally accepted that it is unnecessary to
compile an index for the fourth section of Luther’s works. Dr H.
Jurgens has good reason, however, to plead for the necessity of a
sut}_{ect index for this part of Luther’s work also.

bout 80 percent of the work has already been completed,
but about another 20 years will be necessary to complete the
prercjt and to publish the results. (As yet it is only available on
cards.

Anyone who wishes to work on Luther would be foolish not
to make use of the results already available. (Textual references
on certain subjects are supplied by the institute on request.
Should a Calvin subject index ever be attempted much can be
learnt from this Luther project.
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Independent of and yet linked to this institute is the “Sonder-
forschungsbereich Spatmittelalter und Reformation”, with Pro-
fessors Oberman, Zeeden and Engel as staff members, They are
mainly occupied with the publication of different 16th century
documents (e.g. by Gregori of Rimini, J. von Paltz and J. von
Staupitz) as well as important, but often unknown pamphlets
from this period”).

2.3 Strasbourg

In this city there is no special institute for the study of the Re-
formation. In the past"O% however, there have been and at pre-
sent are eminent researchers attached to the Protestant Faculty
of the Unlversng of Strasbour(f"l)

One of the best-known Calvin specialists was Francois Wen-
del*2) who died a few years ago. At present significant figures
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aredProf R. Peter and Doctors J. Rott, B. Roussel and M. Lie
nar
A Dbrief indication of what these men are occupied with will

give the reader an idea.of their fields of interest.
Prof. R. Peter is at present working on the following:

Preparing for publication part of the Supplementa Calvimana
which will include Calvin’s unpublished sermons"% Prof. Peter
I also interested in Calvin's sermons in general, e.g. his Catechism
sermons™4). (At present the authority on Calvin’s sermons is
Prof. Richard Stauffer of Paris®).)
d ProfA)Peter has also given attention to Calvin’s correspon-
ence

His most important work at the moment, however, is a new
comprehensive catalogue of Calvin’s own works. By addition and
by indicating exactly in which libraries or archives the works are
available Prof. Peter wants to improve on what Erichson had al-
ready achieved in 1900°7). Something of this nature was publish-
ed in 1976, viz. the Index Aureliensis, Vol. VI (Calvin, pp. 235-
297)78). jt  however, still incomplete and full of errors because
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the compiler (who is unknown) apparently only wrote lo libra-
ries to inquire what they possessed and did not check and care-
fully rework the information received. He did not take into ac-
count thal library catalogues may contain errors! (The advantage
of this work, in comparison to that by Erichson, is that it at least
indicates the libraries where the works are avallable)

A second researcher in Strasbourg, DrJ. Rott’s (emeritus) spe-
ciality is M. Bucer, especially his correspondence®),

2.4 Geneva
It is worthwhile taking note of the research being done at the
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“5r16sti3t8t d’Histoire de la Reformation” which was established in
1965
Whergas the research at the 1.S.M.R. at Tubingen (cf. 2.2) is
directed more at the late Middle Ages and subsequent possible in-
fluences on the Reformation (on Luther in particular), i.e. the
13th, 14th, 15th and 16th centuries, the I.H. (Geneva) IS more
interested in what happened durlng the Reformatlon itself (e%
the influence of Bucer on Calvin) as well as in the developments
(leg at Beza) shortly after the Reformation, i.e. during the 16th,
7th and_ 18th centuries.

At this institute research is done mainly in the following

fields:
* The Contra Reformation

Prof. P. Fraenkel has only now (after 12 years of study) com-
leted a new edition of the work of the Roman Catholic John
ck, viz. Enchiridion Locorum Communium adversus Luteranos
(1524) This first Roman Catholic reaction against the Reforma-
fion, twenty-five years before the Council of Trent, went throu?h
170 different editions (in Latin, German, French, Dutch and Fle-
mish) up to the 17th century. 31)

*Bucer research
In 2.332) mention has already been made of various research-
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ers (such as P. Fraenkel, R.G. Hobhs”) and E. Backas) who are
busy with Bucer research in Geneva™4).

* Beza research

Apart from Bucer research the “Musée Historique de la Refor-
mation” (est. plus-minus 1946) —next door to the “Institut de le
Reformation™ — does a considerable amount of study of Théo-
dore Beza.

I'he bl[%geSt PrOLFCt here is that of Mmes Claire Chimelli and
Beatrice Nicollier, They are busy with the publication (under the
editorship of A, Dufour) of Beza’s correspondence”).

In addition J.B. Fellay is working on Beza’s commentary_on
Romans. He is also busy with abibliography on Beza’s New Tes-
tament which has had" a great influence especially in Holland,
Hungary and England.

Other recent Important studies are J. Raitt on Beza’s doctrine
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of the Holy Communion*®), T. Maiuyama on Beza’s Ecclesiolo-
w, J.S. Bra¥] on Beza’s doctrine of presesiinations) Un( p.C,
oltrop on the basic structure of Beza’s theology.

* Minutes of ministers” meetings in Geneva at the time of Calvin

_Under the leadership of A. Dufour, two ladies, (Misses Sabine
Citroen and Marie Claude Junod) at the “Musee Historique de la
Reformation” are working on the edition of the minutes of the
ministers’ meeting in Geneva at the time of c arvin»).

* Calvin study

~The “Institut d’Histoire de la Réformation” in the city of Cal-
vin offers excellent opportunities for anyone who wants to do in-
depth research on Calvin. At present (as far as | could determine)
there are, however, only two persons at the institute busy with
study on Calvin. They are J. Paluka-Rubinga who is working on
Calvin’s Isaiah commentary and B. Girardin who is busy with Cal-
vin’s Romans commentary”*1),

2.5 Zurich

Here | visited the “Institut fur Schweizerische Reformations-
geschichter39). Until recently this institute was mainly concern-

T AT e e o o

37. Title: Theodore Beza’ Doctrine ofpredestination. Nieuwkoop, B. de Graaf, 1975.

. Vol. 1(1546-1 .V tively in 1964 and 1976 with the ti-
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ed with the publication of Zwingli’s works in the series Corpus
Reformatorum. Only the three last volumes still have to be pu-
blished before the work is complete. A Zwingli bibliography is al-
read% available. o o o _
There is also a “Zwingliverein” (Zwingli ASSOC_I&'[IOH% with a
reqular magazine Zwingliana Beitrage zur Geschichte Zwinglis,
der Reformation und des Protestantismus in der Schweiz ).
_ At present the main task of the I.S.R. is the editing of H. Bul-
linger’s works. He was Zwingli’s successor at Zurich. This edition
is being prepared under the editorship of the director of the
I.S.R., Prof. Fritz Biisser. He has the help of three fulltime and
one half-day research assistants as well as a secretary and a libra-
rian. The progect encompasses the following four series:
Bibliographies of
* Bullmge_r’sprlntedlworks'ﬂ). _ _ _
* Unpublished Bullm?er manuscripts. (This task will take about
twent>{< years to complete.)
* Works on Bullinger. o
Correspondence: The first part was already published in 1973.
Theological works: being worked on,
Historiographic works: being worked on. _
According to Prof. Biisser, Bullinger was in a certain sense a
more important reformer than Calvin. His reasons are that Bul-
linger’s Biblical_expositions and sermons (especially on the New
Testament) had an immense influence on the whole of Europe at
the time. Because his expositions were written in popular style
and in German they were more readily accessible than Calvin’s
Institutes which was meant mainly for students of theology. As
regards this Prof. Biisser specifically mentions Bullinger’s Ser-

40. Membership fee for the “Verejn” is 15 Swiss Francs for.individuals and 50_for in-
S R Pt AR ek AR, i, B

gtlTP]/eooliJorBFs clhg tglr‘gar uhrlleC é'1972) 0i Heinrich Bullinger Works has already appeared
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monem decades quinque (1550) or the “Hausbuch™ as it was

called in German*A),
It has already been mentioned that in 1975 this Institute, at

the commgmoration of Bullinger’s death 400 years before, ar-
ranged an international Bullinger conrerencer).

2.6 Heidelberg

The “Melanchton-Forschungsstelle” (Melanchton Research
Centre{1 is at the UnrversrtK of Heidelberg and falls under the di-
rectorship of Dr Heinz Scheible. At present the most important
project is the preparation and publication of Melanchton’s corre-
spondence. The research centre has managed to trace about
9 200 letters written to and by Melanchton between 1514 and

42, For more particulars_about Bu sserstheor cf. his article Bullinger, nicht Calvin.
Neuezrrrrpgher eartung 677 Nov. 19 6. Y :
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1560. The letters will be published in about 82 volumes bg the
publisher Friedrich Fromann Verlag Gunther Holzboog GmbH &
Co., P.O. Box 500460, 7000 Stuttgart 50 (Bad Canstatt). The
complete publication of Melanchtons Briefwechsel (under the
editorship  of Heinz Scheible) will comprise the following
sections: ,

Part 1(7 volumes) summaries

Part 11 (2-3 volumes) registers)

Part I11(2-3 vollumesg manuscript catalogue

Part IV (plus-minus 5vo|umes§)texts) _

Part V (plus-minus 35 volumes) commentaries. .

One volume of parts I-I1l will be prepared per year. The first
apFeared in 1977, After this will follow Parts IV and V in two
volumes per year. It will therefore be qlune anumber of years he-
fore the complete new edition of Me
will be available. _ .

This project which was launched with the aid of a computer
was necessary because the existing collections of Melanchton’s
letters'”) by Karl Gottlieb Bretschneider (Corlous Reformato-
rum, parts I-1X, 1834-1842) were incomplete (only 7 000 letters)
and not dependable as regards the dating and text. Not much
came of the efforts to correct the weaknesses in the Supplemen-
tl Melanchtoniana.  Onl oneJ)art containing a revision of the

letters until 1528 was published in 1926 under the editorship of
Otto Clemen. The plan to publish a Melanchton-Studienausgabe

in four volumes together with a selection of the praeceptor Ger-
maniae’s correspondence could not be fully realized. Only the
Ellrgt7 ltwl% Ef\)rts under the editorship of Hans Volz were published

As has become apparent from the re-publication of the works

anchton’s correspondence

o
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of the other reformers, this BrOJECt too is time-consuming and
costly. When the ‘prOJect has been completed, however, we shall
have a fund of information at our disposal —not only about Me-
lancton himself, but also about his time and his contemporaries.

3. Research on the Reformation outside Europe

There are a number ol individuals in Germany, France, the
Netherlands”) and even behind the Iron Curtain”(such as I'rol
M. Bucsay46) and others in Hungary, Plath and Molnar in Cze-
choslavakia, Z. Galffy and S. Jihasz in Romania and a number of

45C |T0He libr fJarzguof the Free Utlmveésn}/om %Et?er%a om %anmilet enrtalg ISM?H%CM
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academics in the “Deutsche Demokratische s epusiix=«7) Who
have made their contribution to Reformation research. In this
survey, however, we shall confine ourselves to the more or-
ganized research outside Europe.

3.1 England and Scotland

It was not possible for me to obtain particulars about any or-
ganlzed Reformation research in Great Britain. It is apparent that
ere too —as in many other countries — it is only individuals
who are doing research on the Reformation. | did ascertain, how-
ever, that researchers in various libraries have a treasurehouse of
research material at their disposal. The most important are the
Evangelical Library (L on400)~) and the university libraries at
Cambridge, London and Oxford. N

In Scotland the most important libraries containing research
material are The National Library, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh;
The New College Library, The Mound, Edmburgh; the libraries
of the Scottish™ Reformation Society and the Free Church of
Scotland (both i Edmbur?h) and the university libraries of
Aberdeen, St Andrews and Glasgow.

Names such as T.F. and J.B. Torrance and T.H.L. Parker are
well-known with regard to the stud¥ of Calvin. I suppose Edin-
burgh would be the obvious place for research on John Knox.

3.2 The U.S.A. and Canada

From the many theses (mainly in Xerox ‘form) on Calvin and

47. The addresses of persons.from behi
ternatio (10%5 .rllilé,(\j'm[fess [1 h@ sterif

dth&iron 59 in who attended the Second &n-
a% e%t % &can%e.%atame m@ne e
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Calvinism it can be deduced that among individuals in the USA
there is a considerable interest in research on the Protestant Re-
formation. | have as yet not been able to gather detailed infor-
matlohn from the “American Society for Reformation Re-
searc

Particular attention s given to the Reformation at the fol-
lowing three centres:

3.2.1 The Center for Reformation research in St Louis which de-
votes itself to general research on Luther and the Reforma-
tion™). The director gives the following information concerning
his centre in a letter dated 1978/8/31.

“The organization was originally founded in 1957 as the Foun-
dation for Reformation Research. It seeks to further research on
the life and thought of the Reformation era by engaging in a va-
rlety of programs, the most important of which are as follows:

* An annual Summer Institute, which prowdes training in paleography and
research techniques to a selectedsqrou %raduate students and post-
doctoral scholars from the United States and Canada

* The sponsorship of seminars and conferences.

* The collection on microfilm of works relevant to the sixteenth- centurkl
but not generally available elsewhere in the United States. At presen]
our collection contains apprommateIY 12 000 titles with special emphasis
on intellectual history and the Lutheran theologians, of the later six-
teenth-century. These works are available on loan, as well as for use at
the Center.

* A series of publications.

@Orl{\?\?res kr m(ns i Jgill%bL{and, 33 West 42nd St., The City University of New

{1 centre |s tta ped to the Con or oIIe irector is DrW|II
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* The Center also serves as business agent for the American Society for Re-
formation Research and the Sixteenth Century Studies Conference.

The Center is a private, non-Brofit corporation with a national
board of directors headed by_ rofessor Robert M. Kingdom of
the Unlversnr of Wisconsin. [t is nondenominational and open to
scholars of all faiths”.

3.2.2 The Centerfor Reformation and Renaissance studies in To-
ronto, Canada” 1). This centre was established in 1964 and con-
centrates on the period 1450 to 1650 &Renalssance and Reforma-
tion), whereas at the “Pontifical Institute for Medieval Studies”
gSt Michael’s College, Toronto% and the “Center for Medieval
tudies” (University of Toronto) the attention is focussed on the
Middle Ages. _

Although it has the name “Centre for Reformation and
Renaissance Research” it consists of a library only. (As far as |
could determine no %)GC!fIC fulltime research projects on the Re-
formation —not on Calvin anyway—were being conducted.) The
library consists of about 16 000 volumes of which about plus-
minus 2 500 date from the 16th and 17th centuries. Among
them are quite a number on the Swiss Reformation and earlier
English translations of Calvin’s works. _

he most valuable possession of the library is the Erasmus Col-

lection. The Centre co-operates in the Toronto “Erasmus in Eng-
lish” publication project. Apart from that it supports the Cana-
dianjournal Renaissance and Reformation.

3.2.3 The Dr HH. Meeter Calvinism Research Collection at
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan. This Calviniana collect-
jon has under the leadership of Dr Peter de Klerk (librarian of
Calvin Seminary) been built out into one of the most compre-

1. Diregtor: EJ). Hoeniger, EJ. Pratt Library, Victoria University, 71 k
Cfestan o, Foonts MK 117 Onfaro-Canas 1 UTVerSY: T Queenspar
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hensive collections in the world*”).

A colloguium on “Calvin and Calvin Studies” was held at Cal-
vin College, Grand Rapids, in Aﬁl’” 1976™). A second meetin
of the same nature with the theme “Calvin and the reforme
view of Christian life in a European perspective” is planned for
16 and 17 November, 1978"4),

)r Ford Lewis Battles formerly of the PlttsburPh Theological
Seminary, recently joined the Calvin College Staff. This eminent
Calvin «yeciarisen) will, with his enthusiasm, make sure that the
Calviniana coIIectlon IS fuIIy benefitted from. Could a few full-
time researchers be appointed here, Calvin research in America
would be stimulated immensely.
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A seminary' and two universities at present offer the possibility
(fjor post-graduate specialization in the field of Reformation stu-
ies.

3.2.4 The Westminster Theological Seminary offers a study P
gtragr for a doctorate in Reformation and Post-Reformation
studies.

3.2.5 The University of Waterloo (Waterloo, Ontario, Canada)
specializes in the German-Lutheran eformation and the Univer-
sity of Guelph (Guelph, Ontario) in the English and Calvinistic
Reformation. At both universities master’s and doctor’s degrees
in Reformation studies can be taken.

3.3. Japan

At the Second International Calvin Congress ;}attended by five
Japanese Calvin specialists) details concernmg the translation of
Calvin’s work into Japanese were given. The “Japan Calvin Trans-
lation Society”, established in 1959, has translated the following
works of this reformer Commentary on Romans (13 reprints
with a total impression of 7 500 copies) and subsequently (with
the exception of Calvin’s harmony of the four Gospels) all his Bi-
ble commentaries ﬁwrth an impression of 39 00 co ies). The
Institutes was translated into Japanese 15 years ago (17 reprmts
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with a total impression of 12 000).

Indeed a remarkable achievement for a country in which onjy
1 percent of the population of 110 million are Christians!

For thorough research on Calvin and the Reformatio'n, how-
EJVSQ,R most Japanese students still have to go to Europe or the

3.4 Korea

| received the following report on the degree of interest in the
Reformation (especially Calvin) in Korea from Prof. Jong Sung
Rhee (Seoul, oreaR

“Studles on Calvin’s thou[qht are still in a premature stage
though there is a considerable quantity of Pubhcatlon Prior to
1945 (in which year Korea was liberated from Japanese rul?),
there was little effort to study Calvin and few publications ap-
ﬁeared But after 1945, the Korean Preshyterian Church began to
ave an interest in Calvin’s thought and more publications were
published at various reveis~). As 1 see it, Calvin studies in Korea

56.* Calvin’ own works
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are just beginning. Unfortunately, the Korean Prestterlan
Church has not trained even a sm?Ie Calvin scholar until now

Though there is a small ?roup ot people who are interested in
Calvin’s thought, because of financial difficulty, there are no size-
able activities. Korean Presbyterians believe that they are good
Calvinists in so far as they believe the Bible as the Word of God
without a single error, and in so far as they undersign the West-
minster Confession of Faith and Standards. Recently new at-
tempts have been made to study Calvin’s thought by a group of
young people, but the older generation is not ready to accept the
new trend of study

Traditionally, the Presbyterian Church is founded on a firm
theological understandmg of Calvin’s reformed and evangelical
thought, but the Korean Presbyterian Churchin gteneral is called a
Presbyterian church without having such a firm heolo?lcal foun-
dation of Calvin, without which no church can be called a Pres-
byterian or a Reformed church,

A group of Preshyterian ministers and theoloqlans agreed to
form an organization for promotlngi Calvin’s theological thought
in Korea and called the inaugural meeting on December 12,
1963. The association has three working committees: a Study
Committee, Publication Committee, and Managing Committee.
Accordmg to the decision of the general meeting, the associa-
tion has been carrying out various activities, holding public meet-
ings, inviting some outstanding Calvin scholars from abroad, in-
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eluding Dr Wilhelm Niesel and Prof. Nobuo Watanabe from Ja
pan and publishing articles, books and theses. The most ambi-
tious project is to translate Calvin’s Institutes into Korean. Re-
cently, however, the association has not been able to have any
activities, mainly because of financial difficulty”.

3.5 South Africa

Because South Africa is regarded as a Calvinistic country by
many people one could rightly expect much to be done about
the study of the Reformation. There are a number of Calvinistic
organizations*?) and also Calvinistic magazines, but surprisingly
there is little evidence of any real study of the sources of our re-
formational (especially Calvinistic) herltagle. . . .

Now and then some event draws people interested in Calvin’s
thought together, as, for example at the Calvin Congress which
took place from 10-11 August, 1977, in Pretoria and which was
arranged by the Church Historical Association of the “Neder-
duitsch Gereformeerde Kerk”. Such an event is, however, the ex-
ception and not the rule. There is, as yet, no centre at which full-
time research on the Reformation is done. S

The Institute for the Advancement of Calvinism (established in
1966) at the Potchefstroom University for Christian ngher Edu-
cation”) onl{ appointed a full-time director in 1974. Before
that year the Institute was run on a spare time basis with no per-
manent staff. _

With the financial aid from the Human Sciences Research
Council, Dr D. Kempff has, as a Eart-tlme researcher, been able
to work on a bibliography of works on Calvin and Calviniana, es-
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pecially such as have appeared since 1959°9) jn order to facili-
tate research a separate catalogue has been compiled for the
Calviniana collection of the Ferdinand Postma Library at the PU
for CHE. Books available elsewhere in South Africa have also
been included in this catalogue. This Calviniana collection has
been enlarged considerably inrecent years. o

With a view to a research progec_t “The impact of Calvinism in
South Africa” a second Human Sciences Research Council award
has been received for the period 1977-1979. Apart from abiblio-
graphy of relevant South African magazine articles”) the above-
mentioned project entails a study of the historical European
background of South African Calvinism as well as its impact on
present-day South African society. o
~Thus, for the first time a brief scientific survey of Calvinistic
life in South Africa can be given. Brief, | say, because this project
(bibliographical section excluded) has to be completed within
two years, There is nobody available for the necessary research
on a full-time basis. The director of the Institute for the
Advancement of Calvinism has many administrative tasks and the
three other co-researchers can only be relieved from their various
departments at the Potchefstroom University for Christian
quher Education for a few months. Consequently they can do
little more than introductory research.

4. Conclusion: Ad Fontes

It may well be asked what the purpose of this article on inter-
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national research on the Reformation is. Has such research at the
end oi' the twentieth century, on a period historically 400 years
old, any meaning? Can it have any sense to enter the dusty ar-
chives of the past? Should we not rather shake the dust of the
past from our feet? _

Should we adopt such an attitude we shall have forgotten that
our Calvinistic view of life developed out of the sixteenth
century Reformation. A return to the sources need not be suffo-
cating; it will be highly refreshing. _

In mam{ respects our Calvinism differs from what Calvin
taught. Calvin was the child of his own time and place, but the
influence of his work goes far beyond the 16th century. The
more we _studK this particularly gifted child of God, the more we
shall realize that he is our contemporary and that the so-called
“contemporary theologiy” IS irrelevant. _

There are remarkable correspondences hetween the sixteenth
century and today. Calvin also searched for a real Biblically obe-
dient Christianity midst all the byways propagated in his time.
His time, as ours, was an epoch of Intense crisis: the passing of an
old era and the painful birth of a new one. At this crossroad in
history there were already those who at the time of Calvin
wanted to face the future on their own strength. In contrast Cal-
vin and the other reformers looked uRon God and His Word for
illumination on the untravelled road anead.

The caricature of Calvin as the moody, morbid tyrant of Gene-
va, the father of capitalism, suppressor of personal freedom,
enemy of art, music and any form of pleasure, the man of a doc-
trine of predestination that implies “Herrenvolkisme” etc., still
haunts South Africa. Such a carcature is obviously the result of
ignorance™*a). N _

If we do not gather much more original knowledge concerning
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the Calvinistic view of life, it cannot continue to exist in South
Africa, let alone be a dynamic experience.

We should be envious of the research being done abroad. What
should we do? Lwish to stress only a few obvious things.

4.1 The cultivation of interest

At the academic level much more can be done about the study
of the Reformation by incorporating it in the existing syllabi.
This does not apply to the Faculty of Theology only.
~ Let students, for examPIe, make contact with the original Cal-
vin. It need not necessarily be his Institutes. It can be his Bible
commentaries or his more or less 50 smaller treatises. Calvin’s
thought developed out of contacts with different currents of
thought. This becomes evident out of these smaller documents
aimed at the Roman Catholic Church™1), the radical trends
(Anabaptists, Spiritualists, Anti-trinitarians, Libertinists™a) etc.,
other Protestant churches (e.g. the Lutheran), superstitions (e.g.
ars]trolﬁgy) and also at the reformation and the unity of the
church.

It could be fascinating to let students regard the Calvinist re-
formation as a dialogue, actually a polilogue with the spiritual
trends of the 16th century. Then the controversies of this period
are no longer an antiquarian hobby for an elite, but are real and
relevant because all the tendencies of that time, even if in differ-
ent forms, are powers which still compete for the spirit and di-
rection of our day. o

Calvin was, in every way, aman of his time. He took from the

61. Cf. for instance, Calvin’s reply to, the Roman Gatholic Carqi ISaqolet availapl
R R e S R
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past (Church Fathers and the Middle--Ages), was influenced by
the spiritual tendencies of the time (Ilum.mism, the Renaissance,
Stoicism, Neo- PIatonlsm) as well as by contemporaries (Bucer,
Luther, Melanchton) ).

Calvin scholars therefore cannot as has so often been done,
concentrate on Calvin only. His ideas came into being in conver-
sation with many and divergent schools of thought.

Even so Calvin’s thought cannot be reduced to all these in-
fluences. He offered something unique which can serve as a
directive for our own age. Because this unique contribution is
founded upon the Bible it can even today be a stimulus to dis-
COVEr New ways in our own circumstances.

4.2 The availability ofstudy material

| wish to plead strongly that we should concentrate on the ori-
ginal sources. Ad Fontes! Libraries must gt least be equipped
with editions of the work of figures such as Luther”3)) Calvin,

b ueTr?ceesporﬁs n v?#g’}?] ahst.m preparation a hook on the different philosophical

.{#). Martin Luthers Works. Parts 1-58. Weimar, H. Bohlhaus Nachfolger, 1883-
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Zwingli, Melanchton”); Knox, Bucer”), Bullinger®) and Be-
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Second in |mﬁortance arc the original texts of other sig-
nificant schools of thought such as Roman Catholicism”*) an(j
the radical tendencies (like Anabaptists)”) at the time of the
Reformation. From here one could look further afield and
purchase documents of thinkers such as important writers from
the Patristic Period and the Middle Ages who had an influence on
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the reformers. _ .

I'he reformers unfortunately did not speak English or
Afrikaans. (Calvin admitted that one reason why he refused a cer-
tain woman as his bride was because she refused to learn
French!) It is now, unfortunately, too late to teach them English.
It is, however, not too late to use available E.nﬁllsh transla-
tions®) or to make new ones. Should we wish to inspire
students who do not know French, Latin, German or Dutch to
study in this field, urgent attention must be given to the matter
of translations. _ _

English-speaking scholars outside South Africa have already
stressed this. We thus do not have to shoulder the burden alone.

Nevertheless it is a shame that the only work of Calvin which
we have available in Afrikaans is an abbreviated version of his
Institutes™). 1t is definitely not to the credit of a Calvinistic
country like South Africal Can no effort be made to at least
translate the 1536 edition of the Institutes into Afrikaans?

4.3 The necessity of more researchers

| commenced my plea with a call to awaken interest in stu-
dents and a comment on the availability of references in the hope
that in future there will be more people who will devote them-
selves on a full-time basis to further study in this period of West-
ern civilization.

In South Africa we do not have all the old documents out of
the Reformation period available in order to work on new edi-
tions. We can, however, make use of the work done overseas in
studying the reformers anew. An original contribution from Pro-

10, Cf. qotnoées 63 to 67 in which some English translations of original works have
béén mientroned:

n
sténpsgéteusiie van Calvyn. Abbreviated by A. Duvenage, Bloemfontein, SACUM, 1951
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testant South Africa should not be excluded.

4.4 The financial aspect

Large sums of money are necessary for the purchase of origin-
al texts, for bursaries toward further study in South Africa and
abroad and to be able to appoint full-time researchers,

However, the money required is not much when compared to
the astronomic sums made available to often less important mat-
ters. We must have our priorities in the right order! ~

It is high time that we should prove that we are still children
of the Reformation by, for a change, thinking and acting on a
grand scale.

* %
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